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Introduction

In a world that often promotes self-interest and 
accumulation, the rhythm of giving stands as a 
power ful counter-narrative. As Apostolic Pentecostals, 
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we understand that giving is not just an act but a 
rhythm that flows from the hear t of God. This book 
aims to explore the biblical principles of generosity, 
emphasizing that giving is an essential par t of our 
faith journey, reflecting the ver y nature of God 
Himself.

The hear t of giving is rooted in love, and as we delve 
into the Scriptures and the teachings of the early 
church, we will discover that ever y act of generosity 
is an oppor tunity to reflect the character of Christ. 
Let us embrace the rhythm of giving as we walk in 
His footsteps.

Chapter 1: The Biblical Foundation of Giving

In Hebrew, the concept of abundance can be 
expressed using several words, but one of the most 
significant terms is םוֹלָׁש (pronounced shalom). 
While “shalom” is commonly translated as “peace,” 
it encompasses a broader meaning that includes 
completeness, wholeness, and abundance. In the 
context of abundance, it signifies a state of well-
being that includes not just material wealth but also 
emotional, spiritual, and relational fullness.

Another Hebrew word that relates to abundance is 
וְר  which means “relief” or ,(pronounced revachah) הָחָ
“space” and can imply a sense of abundance in terms 
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of having enough space or resources.

Related Terms

ָב .1 רּ  This word means “to - (pronounced barach) ְךָ
bless.” In the context of abundance, it refers to the 
blessings that God bestows upon individuals, which 
can manifest as prosperity and abundance in various 
aspects of life.
ֶשֹע .2  This word specifically - (pronounced osher) רׁ
means “wealth” or “riches.” It is often used in the 
context of material abundance.
 This term can mean - (pronounced shefer) רֶפֶׁש .3
“prosperity” or “good for tune,” reflecting a state of 
abundance and well-being.
 Meaning “good,” this word - (pronounced tov) בוֹט .4
is often used in conjunction with other terms to 
describe a state of abundance that is beneficial and 
positive.

Summar y

In summar y, while “shalom” is a key term that 
embodies the idea of abundance in a holistic sense, 
other words like “osher” and “barach” also capture 
the essence of abundance, par ticularly in material and 
spiritual contexts. Each of these terms reflects the 
richness of the Hebrew language and its connection 
to concepts of well-being and prosperity. 
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The Bible is rich with teachings on generosity. From 
the Old Testament to the New Testament, giving is a 
fundamental aspect of our relationship with God and 
others. Key scriptures lay the foundation for a life of 
generosity, including:

• 2 Corinthians 9:6-7: “The point is this: whoever 
sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
• Malachi 3:10: “Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour 
down for you a blessing until there is no more need.”

Examples of Generosity in the Old Testament

The Shunammite Woman and Elisha (2 Kings 4:8-37)

In the town of Shunem, there lived a woman who 
recognized Elisha as a man of God. Moved by the 
Spirit, she of fered him hospitality by building a small 
room in her home. This act of generosity not only 
provided comfor t for the prophet but also opened the 
door for miraculous blessings in her life. Elisha, in 
gratitude, prayed for her and blessed her with a son, 
demonstrating how our acts of kindness can yield 
unexpected blessings.
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The Widow and Her Oil (2 Kings 4:1-7)

A widow approached Elisha in desperation, fearing 
that her creditors would take her two sons as slaves. 
Elisha instructed her to gather empty vessels and 
pour her small amount of oil into them. Miraculously, 
the oil did not run out until ever y vessel was filled. 
This power ful stor y illustrates that when we give 
what little we have to God, He can multiply it beyond 
our expectations. In the Apostolic faith, we recognize 
that our faith, combined with our giving, unlocks 
divine provision.

The First Fruits Of fering (Proverbs 3:9-10)

The principle of giving the first fruits is deeply rooted 
in acknowledging God’s provision. When we honor 
the Lord with our wealth and the first fruits of all 
our produce, our barns will be filled with plenty, and 
our vats will be bursting with wine. This act of giving 
reflects trust in God’s provision and sets the tone for 
a life of generosity, reminding us that our giving is an 
act of worship.

The Example of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)

Zacchaeus, a wealthy tax collector, encountered Jesus 
and was transformed by His grace. After recognizing 
Jesus as Lord, Zacchaeus declared, “Behold, Lord, 
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the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it four fold” 
(Luke 19:8). His generous response to salvation 
illustrates the natural outflow of a changed hear t. 
When we encounter the love of God, our hear ts are 
compelled to give, reflecting the transformation that 
comes through repentance and faith.

Chapter 2: The Nature of God as a Giver

God is the ultimate giver. His generosity is evident 
in creation, in His provision for our needs, and most 
significantly, in the gift of Himself in the form of a 
man who gave Himself at Calvar y. Jesus Christ is the 
Father incarnate, taking up sonship and shedding 
divine blood for our redemption.

God’s Generosity in Creation

From the ver y beginning, God demonstrated His 
generosity by creating a world filled with beauty and 
abundance. He provides for our ever y need, showing 
us that He desires to bless His creation.

The Gift of Salvation: God’s Greatest Of fering

The ultimate act of giving is found in the incarnation 
of Jesus Christ, who is Jehovah manifested in the 
flesh. God Himself took on the form of a man, 
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suf fering as the Father in the flesh. The Almighty 
God in Christ redeemed humanity through His 
sacrifice.

In Luke 24:47-49, Jesus instructed His disciples to 
preach repentance and remission of sins in His name 
to all nations. Acts 2:38 reveals the plan of salvation: 
“Repent, and be baptized ever y one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

The blood is in the name, and the name is in the 
blood. There is no remission of sins outside the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we invoke the name 
of Jesus in repentance and baptism, we apply His 
precious blood to our lives, experiencing regeneration 
through the Holy Ghost and fire.

Chapter 3: The Call to Generosity

The early church provides a power ful example of a 
community that embraced the rhythm of giving. The 
apostles taught and modeled generosity, leading to a 
culture of sharing and suppor t among believers.

The Apostolic Example of Giving

In Acts 2:44-45, we see that all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. They sold 
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their possessions and goods and distributed them to 
all, as any had need. This radical generosity was a 
hallmark of the early church, and it ser ves as a model 
for us today.

The Early Church and Community Generosity

The unity and generosity of the early church reflect 
the hear t of God. When we give selflessly to one 
another, we embody the love of Christ and fulfill the 
command to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Chapter 4: The Rhythm of Giving in Daily Life

In this chapter, we will discuss practical steps to 
cultivate a giving hear t in ever yday life. This includes 
tithing, of ferings, and spontaneous acts of kindness. 
The rhythm of giving should be woven into our daily 
routines and decisions.

Practical Ways to Cultivate a Giving Hear t

1. Tithing: Acknowledge God’s ownership by giving 
the first 10% of your income to the church.
2. Of ferings: Beyond tithing, give of ferings to suppor t 
missions, outreach, and community needs.
3. Acts of Kindness: Look for oppor tunities to bless 
others with your time, talents, and resources.
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Chapter 5: The Spiritual Impact of Giving

Giving is not just about the act itself; it has profound 
spiritual implications. This chapter will explore how 
generosity transforms the giver, fostering a deeper 
relationship with God and a greater sense of purpose.

How Giving Transforms the Giver

When we give, we par ticipate in God’s work, allowing 
Him to use us as vessels of His love and grace. This 
transformation deepens our faith and strengthens our 
connection to God.

The Blessings of Generosity

As we give, we experience the blessings of generosity 
in our own lives. God promises to bless those who 
give with a cheer ful hear t, and we can trust that He 
will provide for our needs.

Chapter 6: Overcoming Barriers to Giving

Fear and insecurity can hinder our ability to give. 
This chapter will address common barriers and 
provide biblical encouragement to overcome them, 
fostering a mindset of abundance rather than scarcity.

Addressing Fear and Insecurity
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Many struggle with the fear of not having enough. 
However, we must remember that God is our 
Provider. Philippians 4:19 assures us, “And my God 
will supply ever y need of yours according to his 
riches in glor y in Christ Jesus.”

Breaking the Mindset of Scarcity

A scarcity mindset limits our ability to give. We must 
cultivate a mindset of abundance, trusting that God 
will provide for us as we step out in faith.

Chapter 7: The Joy of Giving

There is immense joy found in giving. This chapter 
will share testimonies and stories of individuals and 
communities whose lives have been transformed 
through acts of generosity, illustrating the joy that 
comes from being a blessing to others.

Finding Fulfillment in Generosity

When we give, we par ticipate in God’s work and 
experience the joy of being a blessing to others. This 
fulfillment is a reflection of God’s hear t for humanity.

Stories of Lives Changed Through Giving

We will share testimonies of lives changed through 
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generosity, highlighting how acts of kindness have 
made a profound impact in our communities.

Chapter 8: The Rhythm of Giving in Community

Building a culture of generosity within the church is 
vital. This chapter will discuss how congregations can 
suppor t missions, outreach, and one another through 
collective giving and shared resources.

Suppor ting Missions and Outreach

As a church community, we are called to suppor t 
missions and outreach ef for ts. By pooling our 
resources, we can make a greater impact for the 
Kingdom of God.

Chapter 9: The Eternal Perspective on Giving

Finally, we will explore the eternal significance of our 
giving. Jesus taught that we should store up treasures 
in heaven, and this chapter will encourage readers to 
view their generosity through the lens of eternity.

Storing Up Treasures in Heaven

In Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus reminds us to lay up 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys. Our giving has eternal implications, 
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impacting lives for generations to come.

The Impact of Generosity on Future Generations

As we invest in the Kingdom through our giving, we 
pave the way for future generations to experience the 
love and grace of God.

Conclusion

As we conclude, we will reflect on the rhythm of 
giving as a lifestyle, encouraging readers to embrace 
the generosity of God in their daily lives. The call 
to give is not just a duty but a joyful response to the 
grace we have received.

Fables and Poetic Meaning of Giving

The Fable of the Seed and the Soil

Once in a small village, a wise farmer decided to 
teach his children about the impor tance of giving. 
He took them to a field and said, “Children, this is 
not just land; it is a canvas of potential.” He handed 
them seeds and instructed them to plant them in the 
ground.

As they planted each seed, the farmer explained, 
“These seeds represent our gifts. If we plant them 
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in good soil, they will grow and bear fruit. But if we 
keep them to ourselves, they will wither and die.”

The children learned that the more seeds they 
planted, the more they would har vest. They 
discovered that giving not only blessed others but 
enriched their own lives as well. They understood 
that just as the seed needed the soil to flourish, their 
generosity needed to be shared to truly thrive.

The Stor y of the Generous Widow

In the days of old, there lived a widow who had ver y 
little. Yet, ever y week, she would take a por tion 
of what little she had and give it to those in need. 
The townsfolk mar veled at her generosity, often 
questioning why she would give when she had so 
little.

One day, a traveler passed through the town and 
noticed her giving. He approached her and asked, 
“Why do you give so freely when you have so little?” 
The widow smiled and replied, “It is not the amount 
that matters, but the hear t behind the giving. I give 
because I trust that God will provide for my needs.”

Her faith inspired many, and soon the entire town 
began to embrace a spirit of generosity. They learned 
that true wealth is not measured by the abundance of 
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possessions but by the richness of one’s hear t.

The Metaphorical Meaning of Giving

In the Kingdom of God, wisdom and wealth work 
hand in hand. Just as the wise builder constructs his 
house on a solid foundation, so too does the wise 
giver build a life of abundance through generosity. 
The act of giving is not merely a transaction; it is a 
spiritual investment that yields eternal dividends.

When we give with wisdom, we plant seeds of faith 
that can grow into a har vest of blessings. The rhythm 
of giving creates a cycle of generosity that reflects the 
character of Christ, who gave His life for us. In this 
way, our giving becomes a form of worship, a tangible 
expression of our love for the Lord Jesus Christ


