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Preface / Disclaimer

My booklet presents a continuous historical timeline 
from ancient (biblical) Israel through the modern 
State of Israel up to 2025, plus a focused dossier on 
the Red Sea–Dead Sea water‑conveyance proposals 
and the claim of a “river constructed in 2024–2025.”

My factual cutof f is June 2024. Where I cannot verify 
events dated after that (notably any claim that a 
canal/pipeline was actually built in 2024–2025), I 
state that explicitly and provide the best available 
project specifications, estimates, and context from 
prior public studies and proposals. If you have a 
specific contemporar y source or announcement about 
construction in 2024–2025, please share it and I will 
incorporate and update details.

Par t I — Timeline: 
From Biblical Beginnings to 2025 (concise, by era)

• Patriarchal / Early Israelite period (c. 2000–1000 
BCE)

• Traditional accounts: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob; 
emergence of Israelite tribal confederation. 
Archaeological dating debated.

• Exodus and Settlement (conventional Biblical 
sequence)
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• Tradition places Exodus and the conquest of 
Canaan in the 2nd or 13th centur y BCE (scholars 
dif fer). Period saw emergence of Israelite settlement 
patterns in hill countr y.

•Period of the Judges (c. 12th–11th centuries BCE)

• Decentralized tribal leadership, cycles of conflict 
and revival.

• United Monarchy (Saul, David, Solomon — c. 11th–
10th centuries BCE)

• Formation of a central monarchy; Davidic dynasty 
established; construction projects and consolidation 
of Jerusalem.

• Divided Kingdom; Assyrian and Babylonian 
conquests (c. 930–539 BCE)

• Israel (nor thern kingdom) falls to Assyria (722 
BCE). Judah falls to Babylon (586 BCE); Temple in 
Jerusalem destroyed; elite exiled.

• Return and Second Temple period (539 BCE–70 
CE)

• Persian authorization (Cyrus) allows return and 
rebuilding (Second Temple completed-centur y later 
expansions); Hellenistic and then Roman rule.

• Roman / Byzantine Era (1st–7th centuries CE)

• 70 CE Temple destruction by Rome; subsequent 
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revolts; Christianization in Byzantine era.

• Early Islamic, Crusader, Mamluk, Ottoman eras 
(7th centur y–1917)

• Control shifts from early Caliphates to Crusader 
states, Mamluks, then Ottoman Empire (1517–1917).

• British Mandate and the 20th centur y (1917–1948)

• British Mandate established post‑WWI; growing 
Zionist immigration and Arab nationalism; UN 
Par tition Plan (1947).

• State of Israel and modern conflicts (1948–present)

• 1948: Declaration of the State of Israel; 1948–49 War 
and armistice lines. 1950s–60s state building, mass 
immigration, economic development.

• 1967 Six‑Day War: Israel captures East Jerusalem, 
West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, Sinai (latter 
returned to Egypt 1979).

• 1979 Egypt–Israel Peace Treaty; 1994 Israel–Jordan 
Peace Treaty.

• 1990s: Oslo Accords, limited Palestinian self‑rule in 
par ts of West Bank and Gaza.

• 2000s–2020s: Intifadas, repeated conflicts with 
Palestinian militants and Hezbollah, settlement 
politics, and shifting international relations.

• 2020: Abraham Accords — normalization 
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agreements between Israel and several Arab states 
(UAE, Bahrain; later Morocco and Sudan had steps).

• 2023–2024: Major outbreak of war beginning 
Oct 7, 2023 (Hamas attack) and Israel’s large‑scale 
militar y response in Gaza; regional and humanitarian 
consequences continuing into 2024–25. (For current 
status beyond mid‑2024, consult up‑to‑date news 
sources.)

• Land area (State of Israel, internationally 
recognized territor y excluding disputed areas): 
~20,000–22,000 km² (depending on inclusions/
exclusions).

• Population (modern State of Israel): crossed 
roughly the 10 million mark in the early 2020s; 
population estimates var y by date and whether East 
Jerusalem, West Bank, Gaza are included. (For 
precise 2025 figure, consult Israel Central Bureau of 
Statistics.)

• Economy: High‑tech economy; GDP and per‑capita 
indicators rank Israel among high‑income countries. 
(For current nominal GDP and per‑capita values for 
2024–25, consult IMF/World Bank/Israel CBS.)

Par t II — Israel and Water: 
Background to a Modern Water Stor y

• Ancient water engineering: cisterns, aqueducts, 
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tunnels (e.g., Hezekiah’s tunnel), qanats and 
terracing to capture runof f in hill countr y. Water was 
a strategic, life‑defining resource in the region.

• National Water Carrier (Israel, completed 1964): 
diver ted water from the Sea of Galilee (Lake 
Kinneret) to central and southern Israel, enabling 
agricultural development in the Negev.

• Desalination revolution (2000s–2020s): Israel 
built multiple large seawater desalination plants 
(e.g., Ashkelon, Palmachim, Sorek, Hadera), 
making desalination a major freshwater source 
and dramatically reducing dependence on rainfall. 
Israel developed advanced brackish and seawater 
desalination, water recycling, and water‑saving 
agriculture.

• Wastewater reuse: Israel is a global leader — 
roughly 80–90% of municipal wastewater is treated 
and reused for agriculture (highest reuse percentage 
worldwide).

• The Dead Sea: long‑term decline (drop in level by 
many meters since mid‑20th centur y) due to diversion 
of Jordan River waters, mineral extraction industries, 
lower inflows, and evaporation. International concern 
prompted proposals to stabilize the Sea.
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Par t III — The Red Sea–Dead Sea Water 
Conveyance (Red‑Dead): Histor y, Purpose, 

and Key Technical/Financial Data

Background and Purpose

• Problem addressed: Decline of Dead Sea level and 
regional water shor tages in Jordan, Israel (southern 
regions), and the Palestinian Territories.
• Concept: Convey seawater from the Red Sea 
(Aqaba/Eilat) nor thward to a desalination plant and/
or transfer brine to the Dead Sea to stabilize its 
level, while producing freshwater for domestic use. 
Sometimes called the “Two Seas” project, “Red‑Dead,” 
or “Peace Conduit.”
• Stakeholders historically: Jordan, Israel, Palestinian 
Authority; international financiers / advisors (World 
Bank, donor countries, private investors); engineering 
firms and national water authorities.

Key Historical Milestones

• Early 2000s: Various bilateral and multilateral 
proposals and feasibility studies.
• 2005–2013: Feasibility work intensified; World 
Bank and technical studies evaluated environmental, 
technical, political and economic aspects.
• 2013–2015: Negotiations among Jordan, Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority produced memoranda of 
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understanding and more detailed technical options; 
design work continued.
• 2016–2023: Ongoing discussion of alternatives 
(e.g., a desalination plant at Aqaba/Eilat plus 
pipeline vs. larger canal), private‑sector interest, and 
environmental impact assessments. No single unified, 
fully funded, completed project existed publicly as of 
mid‑2024.

Typical Technical Specifications Proposed 
(range from studies and proposals)

• Pipeline / Canal length: commonly cited route 
lengths ~150–200 km (Aqaba/Eilat up the Arabah/
Arava valley to the Dead Sea region). Exact length 
depends on route.

Desalination Capacity (proposals var y widely):
• Proposed desalination output for freshwater: ranges 
typically cited 200–500 million cubic meters per year 
(m³/yr) in many project variants; some ambitious 
proposals suggested up to ~850 million m³/yr for 
broader regional supply.
• Brine flow to Dead Sea (to stabilize sea level): often 
proposed in the range of 100–300 million m³/yr of 
concentrated brine (actual quantity depends on plant 
design and how much desalinated water is removed 
for consumption).
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Pumping and Energy:
• Significant pumping energy is required in many 
designs because of elevation changes and the need 
to move seawater inland; power requirements and 
operational costs are major factors. Some designs 
minimize pumping by placing desalination at or 
near sea level and conveying brine by gravity where 
possible.

Cost Estimates:
• Widely variable depending on scale, route, and 
technology. Publicly discussed ranges in past studies: 
roughly US$1–3 billion for smaller, focused schemes 
up to US$5–10+ billion for large integrated schemes 
(desalination plus long conveyance, pumping, 
environmental mitigation). Exact numbers depend on 
scope and financing structure.

Timeframe:
• Preliminar y studies and environmental assessments 
can take several years; construction for major 
conveyance + desalination projects normally takes 
multiple years (often 4–8 years) from final design and 
financing to commissioning.

Environmental, Social and Technical Concerns

• Marine impact: intake at the Red Sea may af fect 
coral reefs (Eilat/Aqaba) and local ecosystems if 
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not appropriately designed (intake velocity, location, 
screening).
• Brine and mixing: Returning desalination brine 
to the Dead Sea alters chemistr y and may produce 
unintended consequences (stratification, mineral 
precipitation). Several studies called for careful 
modeling and monitoring.
• Groundwater and aquifer risks: Leakages or 
changed hydrology could af fect aquifers in the Arava/
Negev.
• Seismic risk: The region is seismically active; 
infrastructure must be engineered to withstand 
ear thquakes.
• Political/financial feasibility: Requires long‑term 
intergovernmental agreements and significant 
international financing or private‑public par tnerships.

Status (as of mid‑2024)

•  Completed, full‑scale Red Sea–Dead Sea 
conveyance (as conceived by large multilateral 
proposals) was publicly repor ted as having been 
completed before mid‑2024. Various studies, par tial 
bilateral steps and smaller related projects (e.g., 
desalination plants in Israel and Jordan,
• Project identity: of ficial name, sponsors, lead 
contractors and consor tium members, countr y 
par tners, and financiers.
• Dates: construction star t date, milestone dates, 
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commissioning/on‑line date, trial operations, 
commercial operation date.
• Route and geometr y: route length (km), pipe/canal 
diameter or canal cross‑section, number of pumping 
stations, elevation profile, tunnels, and major civil 
works (bridges, tunnels, intake/outlet structures).

Capacity and Flows:
• Desalination nameplate capacity (m³/day and m³/
year).
• Freshwater allocations to each par ty (m³/year to 
Jordan / Israel / Palestinians / others).
• Brine volume discharged to Dead Sea (m³/year).
• Expected net ef fect on Dead Sea water level (m/
year or mm/year).
Energy and Ef ficiency:
• Installed pumping power (MW), annual energy 
consumption (GWh/year), source(s) of power (grid, 
on‑site generation, renewables).

Cost and Financing:
• Capital expenditure (CAPEX) total (USD), 
breakdown (desalination, conveyance, pumping, 
environmental mitigation).
• Financing structure (grants, loans, public funds, 
private equity, PPP terms).
• Estimated operation & maintenance (OPEX, USD/
year).
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Environmental and Social Metrics:
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) summar y, 
mitigation measures, protected areas af fected, reef 
impact studies, brine chemistr y monitoring plan.
• Job creation (construction and operation), land take 
and compensation, community impacts.
• Technical per formance: design life (years), 
redundancy measures, maintenance schedule.
• Governance and legal: operating authority, water 
allocation agreements, transboundar y governance 
mechanism, dispute resolution provisions.
• Monitoring & verification: independent monitoring 
arrangements for Dead Sea level, marine impacts, 
salinity, and water quality.

Illustrative (example) Specification — what a 
medium‑scale Red‑Dead realization might show

• Length: ~180 km pipeline/canal.
• Desalination capacity: ~300 million m³/year 
(~820,000 m³/day).
• Freshwater distribution: e.g., Jordan 200 million 
m³/yr; Israel/Palestinians combined 100 million m³/
yr (example allocation varies by agreement).
• Brine discharge to Dead Sea: ~150 million m³/yr.
• Capital cost: broadly in the range US$2–5 billion 
(project scale and environmental mitigation 
dependent).
• Energy: installed pumping 100–300 MW; annual 
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energy use several hundred to 1,000+ GWh/yr.
• Dead Sea impact: would slow decline; exact rise 
depends on water balance and evaporation—modeling 
required.

Par t V — Prophecy, Interpretation, and 
the  “Fulfillment”

• Relevant Biblical prophetic texts (examples 
frequently cited in modern discussions):
• Ezekiel 47:1–12 — vision of water flowing from the 
Temple eastward, becoming a life‑giving river that 
heals and causes fish to flourish, even reaching the 
Dead Sea and healing its waters.
• Isaiah 35:1–7 — deser t shall rejoice and blossom; 
streams in the deser t.
• Joel 3 and other passages — prophetic images of 
rivers and restoration.

Interpretive Approaches:
• Literal reading: Some readers see a modern 
engineered river (conduit/canal restoring fer tility 
and changing deser ts) as a literal fulfillment of these 
passages.
• Symbolic/spiritual reading: Many scholars and 
theologians interpret these prophecies as symbolic of 
spiritual restoration, future eschatological renewal, 
or as metaphor for God’s blessing, not necessarily a 
single engineering project.
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• Mixed approaches: Others regard large water 
projects as par tial or preparator y fulfillments or as 
signposts pointing toward prophetic themes.

Assessing “Fulfilled Prophecy” Claims:
• To establish a credible claim that a specific modern 
project is a fulfillment, one must (a) identify the exact 
prophecy text and its traditional meaning, (b) show 
a clear, specific match between the project’s details 
and the prophecy’s content, and (c) demonstrate that 
alternative readings and symbolic interpretations are 
less plausible.
• Most mainstream biblical scholars treat 
Ezekiel’s and Isaiah’s visions as symbolic or 
future eschatological texts; linking them to any 
single contemporar y project remains a faith‑based 
interpretation rather than a universally accepted 
historical or scientific conclusion.

Appendix — Sources, Fur ther Reading, and 
Recommended Next Steps

• For technical and historical background consult:
• World Bank repor ts and feasibility studies on the 
Red Sea–Dead Sea Conveyance (publicly archived 
repor ts, including environmental and economic 
assessments).
• Israel Water Authority, Jordanian Ministr y of 
Water and Irrigation, Palestinian Water Authority 
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publications and press releases.
• Academic and NGO analyses on Dead Sea decline, 
desalination impacts, and regional water security 
(peer‑reviewed ar ticles; UNEP repor ts).
• For current (2024–2025) on‑the‑ground 
developments, check of ficial government releases, 
major international newspapers, and technical 
press (engineering/media statements) for project 
contracts, construction star ts and commissioning 
announcements.

“From deser t to dynasty” from the Old Testament 
through to modern Israel (to 2025), (B) a curated 
list of Old Testament (Hebrew Bible) passages that 
prophesy deser t restoration, rivers in the wilderness, 
and related themes — the passages most commonly 
cited when people link modern water works to biblical 
prophecy — and (C) brief notes about the modern 
“river in the deser t” theme (Red‑Dead type projects) 
and how the OT texts are read as literal or symbolic 
fulfillment.

Par t 2
From Deser t to Dynasty — Histor y and Prophecy

Par t I — Shor t Historical Sweep 
(Biblical beginnings → modern Israel to 2025)

• Patriarchal era (Genesis): Foundational stories 
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(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) and the ancestral promise of 
land.
• Exodus & Wilderness (Exodus–Numbers–
Deuteronomy): Israel’s deliverance from Egypt, 
wandering in the deser t, covenant at Sinai, entrance 
into Canaan.
• Settlement & Judges (Joshua–Judges): Tribal 
settlement of Canaan; period of decentralised 
leadership.
• United Monarchy (c. 11th–10th centuries BCE; 
1 Samuel–1 Kings): Saul, David, Solomon — 
establishment of monarchy; Davidic dynasty and 
national consolidation; Temple in Jerusalem begun by 
Solomon.
• Divided Kingdom & Exile (1–2 Kings; 2 Chronicles; 
prophets): Israel (nor th) falls to Assyria (722 
BCE); Judah falls to Babylon (586 BCE) — Temple 
destroyed, exile. Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Hosea, Amos, etc.) speak of judgment and future 
restoration.
• Return & Second Temple (Ezra–Nehemiah): 
Persian permit to return (Cyrus), rebuilding of 
temple and walls; later Hellenistic and Roman rule.
• Late antiquity → medieval → Ottoman era: Roman 
destruction of Temple (70 CE), Jewish dispersions, 
periods of foreign rule, Crusades, Muslim caliphates, 
Ottoman centuries.
• Modern era: Zionist movement (19th–20th c.), 
British Mandate, UN par tition (1947), State of Israel 
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declared 1948; wars (1948, 1956, 1967, 1973, 1982, 
2006, and recurrent conflicts), peace treaties (Egypt 
1979, Jordan 1994), Oslo process (1990s), Abraham 
Accords (2020), and major events continuing into 
2023–2025 (including the October 7, 2023 Hamas 
attack and subsequent war operations in Gaza).
• Water & deser t transformation in modern Israel: 
historical water engineering (ancient cisterns, 
Hezekiah’s tunnel), then 20th‑centur y modern 
water works — National Water Carrier (1964), large 
desalination build‑out (2000s–2020s), large-scale 
wastewater reuse (one of the world’s highest reuse 
rates), and regional proposals for Red Sea–Dead Sea 
conveyance to stabilize the Dead Sea and provide 
water to Jordan/Israel/Palestinians. (Note: I do not 
have a verified public record of a newly constructed, 
operational “river” in the deser t completed in 
2024–2025; if you have a specific project repor t or 
source, I can incorporate it and produce exact project 
statistics.)

Par t II — Old Testament Passages About Deser ts 
Being Made Fer tile, Rivers in the Wilderness, and 

Restoration

Below are the principal Old Testament passages 
that prophecy or poetically promise transformation 
of deser ts/wilderness into life‑giving land, or the 
coming of “rivers”/“living waters.” I list the reference 
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and a shor t summar y of each passage’s key line(s). 
These are the texts most commonly cited as “deser t 
to destiny/dynasty” prophecy.

Major prophetic passages (book, chapter:brief 
summar y)

1. Isaiah 35:1–7 — “The deser t shall rejoice and 
blossom… streams will appear in the wasteland.” (A 
classic restoration passage: wilderness rejoices, water 
arrives, the lame leap like a deer.)

2. Isaiah 41:17–20 — “I will open rivers on the bare 
heights… I will put water in the wilderness… I will 
make the wilderness pools of water.” (God promises 
provision for the needy and to make the deser t 
fer tile.)

3. Isaiah 43:18–21 — “Behold, I am doing a new 
thing… I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the deser t.” (A promise of new acts of salvation and 
provision.)

4. Isaiah 44:3–4 — “For I will pour water on the 
thirsty land… and streams on dr y ground… they will 
spring up like grass.” (God will pour out blessing, 
producing springs.)

5. Isaiah 58:11 — “The Lord will guide you 
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continually… and you shall be like a watered garden.” 
(Blessing as renewed fer tility.)

6. Ezekiel 36:24–36 — (Large programmatic 
restoration of Israel: God will bring them back, 
cleanse them, multiply them, cause the land to 
flourish; rains and fruitfulness follow.)

7. Ezekiel 47:1–12 — (Vision of water flowing from 
the Temple eastward; waters increase and flow to 
the Dead Sea; where the river flows the sea is healed 
and fish abound.) — This is the most-cited text when 
modern writers link engineering projects to prophetic 
“river to the Dead Sea.”

8. Joel 2:18–27 — (Following judgment, God 
restores grain, wine and oil; sends rain and yields — 
agricultural restoration.)

9. Joel 3:18 — “In that day the mountains shall drip 
sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and 
all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with water.” 
(Images of fer tility and abundance.)

10. Zechariah 14:8 — “On that day living waters 
shall flow out from Jerusalem…” (A messianic/
eschatological image of life‑giving waters from 
Jerusalem.)
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11. Amos 9:13–15 — (God will restore the for tunes of 
Israel; the land will produce bountifully again— the 
mountains shall drip sweet wine.)

12. Jeremiah 31:12; Jeremiah 31:7–14 — (Restoration 
and rejoicing; they will be like a watered garden; God 
will turn their mourning to joy.)

13. Psalm 107:33–35 — “He turned rivers into a deser t 
and springs of water into dr y ground, and fruitful land 
into a salty waste… and he turned the deser t into 
pools of water.” (Poetic summar y of God’s power to 
reverse for tunes.)

14. Hosea 2:15 (and Hosea 14:5–8 LXX/MT variations) 
— (God will allure Israel to the wilderness and speak 
to her hear t; place for renewal; also promises of 
planting and flourishing.)

15. Jeremiah 17:7–8 — (Blessed is the one who trusts 
in God — like a tree planted by water that does not 
fear drought.)

16. Habakkuk 3:17–19 — (Even if crops fail, the 
prophet’s trust remains — eschatological faith in 
restoration).

17. Other related prophetic images: Micah 7:14 (God 
will lead Israel like sheep to their pasture, make the 
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deser t like Eden), Zephaniah 3:14–20 (restoration and 
rejoicing), Malachi 4:2 (healing light), and scattered 
agricultural restoration imager y across prophets.

Notes on Ezekiel 47

Verses 1–12: Ezekiel sees water issuing from under 
the threshold of the Temple eastward, getting deeper 
until it becomes a river too deep to cross. It flows 
toward the Dead Sea; where it flows the waters 
become fresh and fish abound; trees on both banks 
provide fruit and leaves for healing. This is the 
OT text most often paired with modern Red‑Sea/
Dead‑Sea engineering as a “literal” fulfillment.

Par t III — How These Passages Are Typically 
Interpreted When Linked to a Modern Water Project

• Literal fulfillment reading: Some interpreters 
claim that a modern engineered watercourse (canal/
pipeline that brings seawater/brine or freshwater into 
deser t basins, or directly into the Dead Sea) fulfills 
Ezekiel’s river or Isaiah’s “rivers in the deser t.” They 
point to visible, secular engineering that causes 
previously arid areas to bloom or to water being 
delivered into the Dead Sea as a modern analog of 
Ezekiel 47.

• Symbolic/spiritual reading: Many biblical 
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scholars and theologians interpret these passages 
as symbolic/eschatological — promises of God’s 
spiritual restoration, or symbolic language describing 
comprehensive renewal of the nation rather than a 
one‑to‑one technological match. Ezekiel’s vision is 
often read within its prophetic/temple/eschatological 
genre, not as an engineering blueprint.

• Middle reading: Others see modern projects as 
par tial or typological fulfillments — human acts that 
mirror or par ticipate in the prophetic hope, while 
final, complete fulfillment remains eschatological.

Par t IV — The Modern “River” Claim 
(2024–2025) 

•  “Constructed by builders in 2024–2025” that 
“fulfilled prophecy.” As of my last verifiable update 
(June 2024) there was no widely recognized, 
completed, full-scale canal or open river actually 
bringing Red Sea water into the Dead Sea and 
declared an operational “river” in 2024. Numerous 
proposals, feasibility studies, and bilateral 
agreements existed (Red‑Dead proposals, desalination 
plants, pipelines), but none publicly repor ted as 
a completed, fully operational engineered “river” 
matching Ezekiel 47 exactly prior to mid‑2024.
• A specific 2024–2025 construction event (a channel, 
pipeline, or par tial discharge) source government 
announcement, contractor release) and map them 
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against the OT. Commissioned in 2024–25), produce a 
full technical/statistics sheet (route length, volumes 
m³/day and m³/year, flow to Dead Sea, builder/
contractor names, CAPEX/OPEX, energy use, 
environmental mitigation measures, and measured 
Dead Sea level impact).

Par t V —The OT Verses to Study/Quote If 
You Want To Argue A Prophetic Link

(These are the highest‑value quotes to cite when 
arguing a modern engineering project fulfills the OT 
vision.)

• Isaiah 35:1–7
• Isaiah 41:17–20
• Isaiah 43:18–21
• Isaiah 44:3–4
• Isaiah 58:11
• Ezekiel 36:24–36
• Ezekiel 47:1–12 (primar y “river” text)
• Joel 2:18–27; Joel 3:18
• Zechariah 14:8
• Amos 9:13–15
• Jeremiah 31:12 (and Jeremiah 31:7–14)
• Psalm 107:33–35

Written By Elder Keith Joel Walker


