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Text: Revelation 12:7-9 (KJV)

1. “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his
angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon
fought and his angels,

2. And prevailed not; neither was their place found
any more in heaven.

3. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.”
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Additional Context

As mentioned earlier, Revelation 12:4 in the KJV
also provides context regarding the extent of Satan’s
rebellion:

e Revelation 12:4 (KJV): “And his tail drew the third
part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the
earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which
was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as
soon as it was born.”

Summary

In summary, Revelation 12:7-9 in the KJV describes
the heavenly conflict where Michael and his angels
fought against Satan and his angels, leading to their
expulsion from heaven. The earlier verse (12:4)
indicates that a third of the angels followed Satan

in this rebellion, emphasizing the magnitude of this
spiritual coup and its implications for the ongoing
battle between good and evil.

1. Introduction
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today, we delve into a profound and critical subject:
“Satan’s Coup d’Etat.” This term evokes images of
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rebellion, power struggles, and the overthrow of
established order. In the spiritual realm, we are
engaged in a battle where Satan seeks to usurp the
authority of God and lead humanity away from the
truth. This sermon will explore the tactics of our
adversary, the implications of his rebellion, and the
victory we have in Christ.

2. Understanding the Nature of the Coup
Definition and Analysis of a Coup d’Etat

A coup d’état is a sudden and often illegal seizure of
power from a government, typically executed by a
small group of individuals, such as military leaders or
political factions. In the context of the spiritual realm,
particularly in the sermon “Satan’s Coup d’Etat,” we
explore how this concept applies to the rebellion
against God’s authority orchestrated by Satan.

Definition of a Coup d’Etat

1. Sudden Action: A coup is characterized by its rapid
execution, often taking place without warning. This
suddenness can create chaos and uncertainty within
the existing government structure.

2. Illegal Nature: A coup is inherently illegal, as it
violates established laws and constitutional processes.
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It represents a direct challenge to the legitimacy of
the current authority.

3. Overthrow of Government: The primary objective
of a coup is to overthrow the existing government or
leadership. This can involve replacing current leaders
with new ones who may have differing political
ideologies or agendas.

4. Use of Force or Coercion: Coups often involve
the use of force, intimidation, or coercion, although
they can also occur without violence if the existing
leadership capitulates quickly.

5. Political Motives: Coups are typically driven by
political motives, such as dissatisfaction with the
current government, power struggles, or ideological
differences. The individuals or groups orchestrating
the coup often seek to implement their vision for
governance.

Understanding the Nature of Satan’s Coup d’Etat

In the spiritual context, “Satan’s Coup d’Etat” refers
to the rebellion against God’s authority initiated by
Satan. Here’s how the characteristics of a coup d’état
can be applied to this spiritual coup:

1. Sudden Action: Satan’s rebellion occurred in
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heaven, where he sought to exalt himself above
God. This was a sudden and dramatic act of defiance
against the Creator.

2. Illegal Nature: Satan’s attempt to usurp God’s
authority was illegitimate, as it violated the divine
order established by God. His actions were a direct
challenge to God’s sovereignty.

3. Overthrow of Government: The coup aimed to
overthrow God’s rightful rule and establish Satan’s
dominion over humanity. This is evident in his
temptation of Adam and Eve, where he sought to lead
them away from God’s command.

4. Use of Deception: While a traditional coup may
involve physical force, Satan’s coup primarily relies
on deception. He masquerades as an angel of light,
using lies to manipulate and control humanity.

5. Political Motives: Satan’s motives are rooted in
pride and the desire for worship. He seeks to lead
humanity away from God and establish himself as an
object of worship.

Conclusion

Understanding the nature of a coup d’état—both in
a political and spiritual context—provides insight
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into the tactics employed by Satan in his rebellion
against God. Recognizing these elements helps
believers understand the ongoing spiritual battle and
the importance of standing firm in their faith against
the schemes of the enemy. By being aware of Satan’s
tactics and the nature of his coup, believers can better
equip themselves to resist temptation and remain
steadfast in their commitment to God.

3. The Strategy of Deception

Satan’s primary tactic is deception. He masquerades
as an angel of light, using lies to manipulate and
control.

e Scriptural Reference: 2 Corinthians 11:14 warns us
that Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

e Key Point: We must be vigilant and discerning,
testing every spirit to ensure it aligns with God’s
truth.

4. The Fall of Man: A Case Study

The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden
serves as a poignant example of Satan’s coup.

Through cunning deception, he led humanity to
disobey God.

Case Study: The Fall of Satan and Mankind
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Introduction

The fall of Satan and the subsequent fall of mankind
are pivotal events in biblical theology, illustrating
the nature of sin, rebellion, and the consequences of
turning away from God. This case study examines
both the fall of Satan and the fall of mankind,
highlighting their connections and the theological
implications for humanity.

1. The Fall of Satan

A. Background

e Origin of Satan: Satan, originally known as Lucifer,
was created as a beautiful and powerful angel. He
held a high position among the heavenly beings and
was created good by God.

e Scriptural References: Key passages that describe
Satan’s origin and fall include Isaiah 14:12-15 and
Ezekiel 28:12-17.

B. The Rebellion

e Desire for Supremacy: Satan’s pride led him to
desire equality with God. He sought to exalt himself
above the throne of God, desiring worship that was
due only to the Creator.

e Scriptural Reference: Isaiah 14:13-14 states, “For
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you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend to heaven;
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will
sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest
sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds, I will be like the Most High.””

C. The Consequence

e Expulsion from Heaven: As a result of his rebellion,
Satan was cast out of heaven along with a third of the
angels who followed him. This event is described in
Revelation 12:7-9.

e Scriptural Reference: “And there was war in heaven:
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not;
neither was their place found any more in heaven.”
(Revelation 12:7-8)

D. Theological Implications

e Nature of Sin: Satan’s fall illustrates the nature of
sin as rooted in pride and rebellion against God.

e Spiritual Warfare: The expulsion of Satan sets

the stage for spiritual warfare, where he seeks to
undermine God’s creation and lead humanity astray.

2. The Fall of Mankind

A. Background
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e Creation of Man: God created Adam and Eve in
His image and placed them in the Garden of Eden,
giving them dominion over creation and a perfect
relationship with Him.

e Scriptural Reference: Genesis 1:26-27 states, “Then
God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according
to Our likeness...”

B. The Temptation

e Satan’s Deception: In the Garden, Satan, in the
form of a serpent, deceived Eve by questioning God’s
command and sowing doubt about God’s intentions.

e Scriptural Reference: Genesis 3:1: “Now the serpent
was more cunning than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman,
‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?”

C. The Act of Disobedience

e Eating the Forbidden Fruit: Adam and Eve
succumbed to temptation and ate from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, directly disobeying God’s
command.

e Scriptural Reference: Genesis 3:6: “So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
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husband with her, and he ate.”

D. The Consequence

e Separation from God: Their disobedience resulted
in spiritual death and separation from God. They were
expelled from the Garden, and sin entered the world,
affecting all of creation.

e Scriptural Reference: Genesis 3:23-24: “Therefore
the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to
till the ground from which he was taken. So He drove
out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east

of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which

)

turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.’

E. Theological Implications

¢ Original Sin: The fall of mankind introduces the
concept of original sin, which states that all humanity
inherits a sinful nature due to Adam and Eve’s
disobedience.

e Need for Redemption: The fall establishes the need
for redemption and salvation, leading to the promise
of a Savior in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

The fall of Satan and the fall of mankind are
interconnected events that reveal the nature of sin,
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the consequences of rebellion against God, and the
overarching narrative of redemption in Scripture.
Satan’s desire for supremacy and the subsequent
temptation of humanity illustrate the ongoing spiritual
battle between good and evil. Understanding these
events is crucial for grasping the need for salvation
and the hope found in Jesus Christ, who ultimately
overcomes sin and death.

Reflection Questions

1. How does the story of Satan’s fall inform our
understanding of pride and rebellion in our own lives?

2. In what ways can we guard against deception in our
spiritual walk?

3. How does the fall of mankind highlight the
importance of obedience to God’s Word?

5. The Battle for the Mind

Satan’s coup is not just an external battle; it is also

an internal one. He seeks to control our thoughts and
beliefs.

e Scriptural Reference: 2 Corinthians 10:4-5 tells us
that our weapons are not of the flesh but have divine
power to destroy strongholds.
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e Key Point: We must take every thought captive
to the obedience of Christ, resisting the lies of the
enemy.

6. The Authority of Christ

Despite Satan’s attempts to overthrow God’s
authority, Jesus Christ has ultimate authority over all
creation. His victory on the cross is our assurance.

e Scriptural Reference: Colossians 2:15 reveals that
Jesus disarmed the rulers and authorities, triumphing
over them.

e Key Point: As believers, we are seated with Christ
in heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6), and we share in
His victory.

7. Living in Victory

Understanding Satan’s tactics equips us to live
victorious lives. We must stand firm in our faith,
armed with the truth of God’s Word.

e Scriptural Reference: Ephesians 6:10-18 outlines the
armor of God, essential for spiritual warfare.

e Key Point: We are called to resist the devil, and he
will flee from us (James 4:7). Our victory is assured
through Christ.
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8. Conclusion

In conclusion, “Satan’s Coup d’Etat” serves as a
reminder of the ongoing spiritual battle we face. We
must remain vigilant, discerning, and anchored in the
truth of God’s Word. While Satan seeks to deceive
and overthrow, we have the assurance of victory
through Jesus Christ.

Let us commit ourselves to prayer, study of Scripture,
and fellowship with one another, strengthening our
resolve to stand against the schemes of the enemy.

9. Reflection Questions

1. How can you identify areas in your life where Satan
may be attempting to deceive you?

2. In what ways can you strengthen your
understanding of God’s truth?

3. What practical steps can you take to resist
temptation and stand firm in your faith?

My sermon booklet aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of “Satan’s Coup d’Etat,” equipping
believers to recognize the enemy’s tactics and live

in the victory that Christ has secured for us. May it
inspire and encourage you to stand firm in your faith
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and to walk in the light of God’s truth.

Written By: Elder Keith Joel Walker
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