


2

NAVIGATING THE 
SPIRITUAL STAMPEDE

Written by
Elder Keith Joel Walker

APPPC

Apostolic Preachers
Pulpit Commentary

A
p

o
stolic Penteco

sta
l

•    P
U

L
P

IT  C O M M E N
TA

R
Y

  
  
•



3Navigating the Spiritual Stampede  |

Introduction

Define a stampede: A sudden rush of a crowd in 
panic, often leading to chaos and danger.

Historical Context:
• 2015 Mina Stampede: A tragic event during Hajj that 

resulted in over 2,400 
deaths, illustrating 
the potential chaos in 
large gatherings.
• 1990 Mecca Tunnel 
Tragedy: Where 
1,426 lives were lost, 
highlighting the need 
for preparation and 
awareness.
• Metaphor of a 

Spiritual Stampede: A surge of emotions, beliefs, and 
actions driven by fear, misinformation, or external 
pressures within the church.
• Purpose of the Sermon: To equip the congregation 
with practical wisdom and spiritual insight to navigate 
these tumultuous times.

I. 
Understanding the Nature of a Stampede

A. Definition and Characteristics
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• What qualifies as a stampede in both physical and 
spiritual contexts.
• Dangers of overcrowding, both physically and 
emotionally, in our spiritual lives.
B. Biblical Examples of Stampedes
• Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:1-6): A rush to create a 
golden idol out of fear and uncer tainty.
• Jesus’ Entr y into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11): A 
chaotic mix of hope and misunderstanding.
• Pressing Crowd (Mark 5:24): The woman with the 
issue of blood who fought through the crowd to touch 
His garment.

C. Poetic Insight:
• “In the rush of the crowd, truth can be lost; in the 
chaos of faith, we must bear the cost.”

II. 
Signs of a Spiritual Stampede

A. Fear and Misinformation
• Discuss how fear leads to irrational decisions 
within the church community.
• The role of media and external influences in 
shaping perceptions.

B. Overcrowding of Ideas and Beliefs
• Dangers of adopting popular beliefs without 
discernment (Matthew 7:13-14).
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• Impor tance of individual faith amidst a collective 
rush.

C. Illustrative Fable:
• The Crow and the Pitcher: A classic stor y that 
teaches a valuable lesson about ingenuity, problem-
solving, and perseverance.

The Crow and the Pitcher
Once upon a time, on a hot summer day, a thirsty 
crow was flying in search of water. After a long 
search, he finally spotted a pitcher in a garden. 
Excited, the crow swooped down to investigate.

When he reached the pitcher, he found that there 
was indeed water at the bottom. However, the neck 
of the pitcher was narrow, and he could not reach 

the water with 
his beak. The 
crow tried to 
tip the pitcher 
over, but it was 
too heavy for 
him. He felt 
frustrated and 
was about to 
give up when 
he had an idea.
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Looking around, the crow noticed some pebbles 
scattered on the ground. He picked up a pebble in 
his beak and dropped it into the pitcher. He watched 
as the water level rose slightly. Encouraged, he 
continued to pick up pebbles one by one, dropping 
them into the pitcher. With each pebble, the water 
level rose a little higher.

Finally, after many pebbles, the water level was high 
enough for the crow to drink. He happily quenched 
his thirst and flew away, grateful for the refreshing 
water.

Moral of the Stor y
The moral of the fable is that cleverness and 
determination can help overcome obstacles. The 
crow’s resourcefulness in solving the problem of 
accessing the water demonstrates that, with patience 
and ingenuity, challenges can be met and overcome. It 
also emphasizes the impor tance of thinking creatively 
in dif ficult situations.

This fable ser ves as a metaphor in various contexts, 
including spiritual journeys, where individuals 
may face challenges but can find solutions through 
wisdom, perseverance, and resourcefulness.
D. Metaphorical Allegor y:
• The “Great Whore” of Revelation symbolizes false 
religious systems that lead people away from the 
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truth—a call to flee from these systems and seek true 
faith.

III. 
Sur vival Tips for the Spiritual Stampede

A. Control the Crowd Flow
• Need for strong leadership and sound doctrine 
(Hebrews 13:17).
• Personal responsibility in maintaining spiritual 
integrity.

B. Monitor and Manage Capacity
• Impor tance of personal spiritual growth and self-
awareness (Philippians 2:12-13).
• Need for space to breathe and reflect in one’s faith 
journey.

C. Illustrative Tale:
• The Two Wolves: The internal battle between fear 
and faith, nur turing the right spirit.

D. Communicate Clearly
• Power of prayer and open dialogue (James 1:19).
• Scripture as a guiding light during chaotic times 
(Psalm 119:105).

E. Train and Equip Staf f
• Impor tance of discipleship and mentorship (2 
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Timothy 2:2).
• Encourage congregational involvement in ministr y 
and outreach.

F. Illustration:
• The Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30): 
Using our gifts wisely and preparing for challenges.

G. Prepare for Emergencies
• Spiritual preparedness through prayer, scripture 
study, and community suppor t (Ephesians 6:10-18).

H. Poetic Insight:
• “In the storm of beliefs, stand firm and tall; for the 
truth will prevail, and love conquers all.”

IV. 
Redirecting the Stampede

A. The Role of the Shepherd
• Church leaders guiding the congregation toward 
peace and understanding (Psalm 23).

B. Illustrative Tale:
• The Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7): Impor tance of 
seeking out those who are lost amidst chaos.

C. The Call to Unity
• Encourage unity in diversity (1 Corinthians 12:12-
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27).
• Impor tance of coming together as one body to 
withstand external pressures.

D. Stor y:
• The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9): Dangers of 
division and misunderstanding.

E. Metaphorical Allegor y:
• The “Exodus”: A journey away from oppression 
(false religious systems) toward the Promised Land 
(true faith and community).

V. 
Conclusion

A. The Hope Beyond the Stampede
• Remind the congregation of God’s sovereignty and 
faithfulness amidst chaos (Romans 8:28).

B. Illustration:
• Jesus Calming the Storm (Mark 4:35-41): Finding 
peace in Christ even in chaos.
C. Call to Action
• Encourage personal reflection and commitment to 
spiritual growth.
• Invite engagement in community-building activities.

D. Poetic Insight:
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• “As the floodgates open and the waters rise, seek 
the true refuge where love never dies.”

VI. 
Final Thoughts and Prayer

A. Reiterate the Impor tance of Community
• Emphasize that we are stronger together and must 
suppor t one another in faith.

B. Prayer for Guidance and Strength
• Lead a prayer asking for wisdom to navigate 
spiritual challenges and for unity in the body of 
Christ.

Call to Action: 
Read and Obey Acts 2:38

• Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized ever y one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
• Encourage the congregation to embrace this 
foundational truth as they navigate their spiritual 
journeys.
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The Final Stampede: 
The Battle of Armageddon

Introduction

• Define the Battle of 
Armageddon as the 
ultimate confrontation 
between good and evil, 
prophesied in the Bible.
• Explain the 
significance of this 
event in eschatological 
teachings.
• Highlight the imager y 

of nations trampling upon each other, emphasizing 
the chaos and turmoil leading to this climactic battle.
• Mention the prophecy of 2 million Chinese 
soldiers as par t of the global conflict, symbolizing 
the over whelming forces that will converge at 
Armageddon.

Chapter 1: 
Scriptural Foundations

A. Key Scriptures from Revelation 19

1.Revelation 19:11-16:
• 11: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white 
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horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful 
and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war.”
• 12: “His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his 
head were many crowns; and he had a name written, 
that no man knew, but he himself.”
• 13: “And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in 
blood: and his name is called The Word of God.”
• 14: “And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean.”
• 15: “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, 
that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God.”
• 16: “And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh 
a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS.”

B. Zechariah 14:5-10

1. Zechariah 14:5: “And ye shall flee to the valley of 
the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall 
reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from 
before the ear thquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the 
saints with thee.”
2. Zechariah 14:6: “And it shall come to pass in that 
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day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:”

3. Zechariah 14:7: “But it shall be one day which shall 
be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall 
come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.”

4. Zechariah 14:8: “And it shall be in that day, that 
living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of 
them toward the former sea, and half of them toward 
the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.”

5. Zechariah 14:9: “And the 
LORD shall be king over all 
the ear th: in that day shall 
there be one LORD, and 
his name one.”

6. Zechariah 14:10: “All the 
land shall be turned as a 

plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and 
it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from 
Benjamin’s gate unto the place of the first gate, unto 
the corner gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto 
the king’s winepresses.”

Chapter 2: 
The Nature of the Battle

A. The Forces of Good vs. Evil
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• Discuss the armies of heaven led by Christ against 
the forces of the Antichrist.
• Explore the spiritual implications of this battle for 
believers.
• Illustrate the chaotic scene of nations trampling 
upon each other, with the mention of 2 million 
Chinese soldiers symbolizing the over whelming 
human conflict that will characterize this final 
confrontation.

Chapter 3: 
Tales and Fables Related to Armageddon

A. The Tale of the Phoenix

• Summar y: The mythical phoenix rises from 
its ashes, representing rebir th and hope after 
destruction. This tale parallels the resurrection of 
believers after the final battle, symbolizing triumph 
over death and evil.

B. The Fable of the Tor toise and the Hare

• Summar y: The slow and steady tor toise wins 
the race against the overconfident hare. This fable 
illustrates that perseverance and faithfulness (like the 
tor toise) will ultimately lead to victor y over the swift 
but reckless forces of evil.
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C. The Legend of the Last Judgment

• Summar y: A stor y about a great king who returns 
to judge his kingdom. The faithful are rewarded, 
while the unfaithful face consequences. This 
reflects the final judgment that follows the Battle of 
Armageddon.

D. The Parable of the 
Wheat and the Tares

• Summar y: In this 
parable, the wheat 
represents the 
righteous, and the tares 
symbolize the wicked. 
At the end of the age, 

the tares are gathered and burned, while the wheat is 
gathered into the barn. This illustrates the separation 
of good and evil that will occur after the Battle of 
Armageddon.

Chapter 4: 
The Aftermath of Armageddon

A. The Establishment of God’s Kingdom
• Discuss how the Battle of Armageddon leads to the 
establishment of God’s eternal kingdom on ear th.
• Explore the implications for believers and the 



fulfillment of biblical prophecy.
• Highlight the peace and righteousness that will 
reign after the final stampede of war.

Conclusion

• Summarize the significance of the Battle of 
Armageddon in the context of Christian eschatology.
• Encourage readers to remain steadfast in their 
faith, knowing that victor y belongs to the Lord.

Final Thoughts

• Reflect on the hope and assurance found in 
Scripture regarding the ultimate triumph of good over 
evil.
• Call to action for readers to prepare spiritually for 
the coming of the Lord, emphasizing the impor tance 
of being ready for the final stampede.

Written By Elder Keith Joel Walker
Read and Obey Acts 2:38
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