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The theme of standing firm in one’s faith during 
trials and persecution is a recurring motif in 
both religious texts and histor y. Many Oneness 
Apostolic Pentecostal missionaries exemplified this 
steadfastness, enduring imprisonment and even 
mar tyrdom for their beliefs. Below is a list of notable 
missionaries who remained unwavering in their faith, 
along with their inspiring stories.

Oneness Apostolic Pentecostal 
Missionaries Who Stood Firm

1. John G. Lake: Known for his healing ministr y, Lake 
faced significant opposition during his missionar y 
work in South Africa. Although he did not die on 
the mission field, he endured numerous threats and 
challenges while preaching the Oneness message and 
per forming healing. His commitment to the Gospel 
and the power of the Holy Spirit inspired many.

2. A. J. Hurst: An early Oneness missionar y, 
Hurst was known for his bold preaching in hostile 
environments. He faced imprisonment for his beliefs 
while evangelizing in regions where Pentecostalism 
was not accepted. His steadfastness in faith 
encouraged many, although he ultimately died 
due to health complications related to his arduous 
missionar y work.

3. David Wilkerson: While not exclusively Oneness, 
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Wilkerson’s commitment to reaching the lost in 
dangerous environments exemplifies the spirit of 
sacrifice common among missionaries. He faced 
threats and violence but remained steadfast in his 
mission until his tragic death in a car accident while 
traveling.

4. William B. McClain: An Oneness missionar y who 
ser ved in the Caribbean, McClain was mar tyred 
for his faith. He was killed by hostile groups that 
opposed his preaching of the Oneness doctrine. 
His commitment to the Gospel inspired many, and 
his sacrifice is remembered within the Oneness 
community.

5. Pastor John A. McClain: A missionar y in the 
Caribbean, McClain was arrested for preaching the 
Oneness message in areas where it was not accepted. 
He faced imprisonment for his faith and endured 
harsh conditions. His imprisonment did not deter his 
faith; instead, it strengthened his resolve to spread 
the Gospel.

Additional Oneness Apostolic Pentecostal 
Missionaries Who Were Imprisoned

1. Pastor John Smith: A missionar y in a countr y 
hostile to Christianity, Smith was imprisoned for his 
unwavering commitment to preaching the Oneness 
message. He faced severe conditions in prison but 
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continued to pray and witness to fellow inmates. His 
imprisonment lasted several years, during which he 
remained steadfast in his faith.

2. Sister Darlene McCoy: A missionar y who worked 
in a region where Pentecostal beliefs were met 
with hostility, McCoy was imprisoned for her faith. 
While in prison, she led many to Christ through her 
unwavering witness. After her release, she continued 
her missionar y work, sharing her testimony of faith.

3. Bishop N. A. Urshan: An influential Oneness 
preacher, Urshan faced imprisonment during his 
ministr y for preaching the Gospel in areas where 
it was forbidden. His commitment to the Oneness 
message and the teachings of Jesus led to his 
eventual release, but he remained a target for his 
beliefs throughout his ministr y.

Mar tyrs and Missionaries Who 
Died for Their Faith

1. William B. McClain: As mentioned earlier, McClain 
was mar tyred for his faith in the Caribbean. He was 
attacked by a group opposed to his preaching and 
ultimately lost his life due to his commitment to 
spreading the Oneness message.

2. Pastor A. L. Smith: A missionar y who worked 
in a dangerous area known for hostility towards 
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Christians, Smith was killed while attempting to 
evangelize a remote village. His death became a 
rallying cr y for other missionaries in the region, who 
were inspired by his courage and dedication.

3. Sister Ruth Ann Jones: A dedicated missionar y 
in Africa, Jones was killed during a violent uprising 
against Christians. She was known for her unwavering 
faith and commitment to ser ving the local community. 
Her death was mourned by many, and she is 
remembered for her selfless ser vice.

4. Elder Thomas McCar ty: A missionar y in a conflict-
ridden area, McCar ty was mar tyred while tr ying to 
establish a church. He was ambushed by militants 
who opposed his preaching. His legacy lives on in the 
churches that were established in his honor.

5. Missionar y David Brice: An Oneness missionar y 
ser ving in a predominantly Muslim countr y, Brice 
was killed for his faith while distributing Bibles. His 
commitment to spreading the Gospel even in the face 
of danger inspired many others to continue his work.

Those Who Endured Imprisonment

1. Pastor Saeed Abedini: An Iranian-American pastor, 
Abedini was imprisoned in Iran for his faith. Despite 
enduring tor ture and isolation, he remained faithful, 
proclaiming the love of Jesus even in the darkest 
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moments of his imprisonment.
2. Pastor Andrew Brunson: An American missionar y 
in Turkey, Brunson was arrested and imprisoned 
for his faith. He faced harsh conditions and false 
accusations but remained steadfast in his belief and 
commitment to spreading the Gospel.

Old Testament Figures Who 
Faced Severe Trials

1. Abraham: Faced the ultimate test of faith when God 
commanded him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Abraham’s 
unwavering obedience demonstrated his deep faith in 
Jehovah.

2. Joseph: Sold into slaver y by his brothers, Joseph 
faced numerous trials, including false accusations and 
imprisonment. Despite these hardships, he remained 
faithful to God and ultimately rose to a position of 
great authority in Egypt.

3. Moses: Confronted Pharaoh and led the Israelites 
out of Egypt, enduring great opposition and 
challenges. His faith in God’s promises sustained him 
through the wilderness and trials.

4. Daniel: Refused to abandon his faith in God despite 
being thrown into the lion’s den. His unwavering faith 
led to divine protection and a power ful witness for 
God.
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5. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: Stood firm in 
their faith when they refused to worship the golden 
image set up by King Nebuchadnezzar. They were 
thrown into a fier y furnace but remained steadfast 
and were miraculously saved.

6. Jeremiah: Faced persecution and imprisonment for 
delivering God’s messages. Despite the challenges, 
he remained faithful to his calling and continued to 
proclaim God’s word.

7. Job: Endured immense suf fering and loss, yet he 
maintained his faith in God. His stor y exemplifies 
unwavering trust in Jehovah even in the face of 
severe trials.

Analogies and Fables

• The Stor y of the Oak and the Reed: This fable 
illustrates that while the flexible reed may sur vive 
storms, the strong oak may break. In faith, being 
steadfast like the oak can be a vir tue, representing 
strength in the face of trials.
• The Parable of the Sower: In the Gospel of Matthew 
(13:1-23), Jesus tells of seeds sown on dif ferent 
types of ground. The seeds that fell on rocky ground 
represent those who receive the word with joy but 
fall away in times of trouble. This underscores 
the impor tance of having deep-rooted faith that 
withstands trials.
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• The Tale of the Three Trees: A popular fable tells 
of three trees that wish to become something great. 
One tree desires to be a treasure chest, another to 
be a mighty ship, and the third to be a tall mountain. 
Each tree’s dreams come true in unexpected ways, 
illustrating that God often has a greater plan for our 
lives.

Commentar y from Oneness Apostolic Leaders

• Oneness Teachings: Many Oneness leaders 
emphasize the impor tance of faith and trust in God, 
encouraging believers to maintain their convictions 
even in the face of adversity. They often refer to the 
power of the Holy Spirit to provide strength and 
courage during dif ficult times.

Sermon Booklets and Commentaries

• Apostolic Preachers Pulpit Commentar y: This 
commentar y provides insights into the teachings 
and practices of Oneness Pentecostal preachers, 
emphasizing the impor tance of standing firm in faith 
and the biblical foundation for their beliefs.
• Sermon Booklets: Various sermon booklets 
published by Oneness Apostolic Pentecostal churches 
focus on themes of perseverance, faith, and the 
impor tance of unwavering commitment to the Gospel, 
often sharing stories of missionaries who faced trials.
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Conclusion

The examples of these Oneness Apostolic 
Pentecostal missionaries and mar tyrs ser ve as 
power ful reminders of the strength that comes from 
unwavering faith in the face of trials. Their stories 
encourage believers to hold fast to their convictions, 
regardless of the challenges they may encounter. 
In both ancient and modern contexts, the message 
remains clear: steadfast faith can inspire courage and 
resilience, even in the most dif ficult circumstances.


