They called him
®

the

Unh,O -4

e

A story about

COURAGE,
FRIENDSHIF,
and FINDING
WORTH BEYOND

COMPARISON

/4"

e \\-._
== YOU ARE
{ MORE THAN |\
WHAT YOU |
A'ﬂ po.

wf

1’-@ ML
;. .
/ WRITTEN BY

ELDER KEITH JOEL WALKER

=t

WHP‘CTUTTI E.COM



© 2026 by Keith Joel Walker
All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without permission.



THEY CALLED HIM
FINN THE UNHOPPER

A Story of Courage,
Friendship, and Finding
Worth Beyond Comparison

Written by
Elder Keith Joel Walker

whpctuttle.com



Dedication

To every soul who has ever felt “less than”—
may you discover that your difference is not
your weakness, but your calling.



Preface

This story is written for those who have struggled
with comparison, rejection, and self-worth. Through
Finn and Pip, we are reminded that value is not

measured by ability, but by purpose, perseverance,
and the courage to keep trying.
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Chapter 1
The Edge of the Pond

They called him Finn the Unhopper.

Finn lived on the edge of a busy pond where frogs
filled the reeds with springy voices and springier legs.
By day, the others leapt from lily pad to lily pad in
quick, effortless bounds, their green hides flashing in
the sun as if stitched from the same confident cloth.

Finn watched from the muddy bank.

The ache in his legs was a quiet, persistent drum.
When he tried to hop like the others, his jumps

were short and awkward—more of a stutter than a
spring. Sometimes he barely cleared a clump of grass.
Sometimes he slipped back into the muck.

At first, he believed it was only a matter of practice.

But practice only made the difference clearer.

And the others noticed.



Chapter 2
The Sound of Laughter

The teasing began small.
A joke here. A jab there.

“You gonna stay there all day, Finn?”
“We should call you Stillwater!”

Laughter spread across the pond like ripples.
Finn withdrew.

He stopped trying in front of others.

Stopped answering calls.

Stopped believing he belonged.

Each laugh built a wall around his heart.

Until one thought settled deep inside him:

I am less.
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Chapter 3
The One Who Couldn’t Fly

One quiet morning, everything changed.

From the reeds came a strange sound—not frog, not
wind.

There, tangled in roots and twigs, was a tiny bird.

“I’'m Pip,” she said softly.
“I... I can’t fly.”

Finn hesitated.

Then whispered,
“I can’t hop like the others.”

For the first time, he didn’t feel alone.



Chapter 4
Learning Differently

They began meeting every morning.
Finn showed Pip where the mud was soft and the
insects gathered.

Pip showed Finn something new:

“Relax,” she said.
“Breathe. Feel the rhythm.”

She counted.

“One... two... jump!”
His hops were small.
But they were his.

Not borrowed. Not forced. Not compared.
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Chapter 5
The Slow Work of Growth

There was no miracle moment.

Some days were progress.
Some days were failure.

But something changed.
They stopped measuring themselves against others.

And started discovering who they were.
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Chapter 6
The Leap

The night of the great contest arrived.

Frogs soared in perfect arcs under the moonlight.
Finn felt the old pull—to belong.

“You don’t have to,” Pip said.

But this time... Finn chose to try.

He jumped.

Not far.
Not perfect.

But real.
And for the first time—

he smiled.
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Chapter 7
A New Name

Something shifted in the pond.

The laughter softened.

Some apologized.

Some simply watched.

Finn was no longer “the Unhopper.”
He became:

“Finn who stays.”

“Finn who tries.”
“Finn who helps.”
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Chapter 8
The Quiet Beacon

Others began to gather.

Frogs who struggled.
Birds who couldn’t sing right.

Finn and Pip became a place of safety.
Not because they were perfect—

but because they understood.
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Chapter 9
What Matters Most

One evening, they watched the sunset together.

“I still wish I could fly,” Pip said.

“Me too,” Finn replied.

“But I don’t want to measure my life by what I can’t
do anymore.”

He paused.

“I want to find what I can do.”
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Chapter 10
A Different Kind of Bravery

They were never “fixed.”
They were transformed.
Not into something else—
but into themselves.

And in that pond of jumping frogs and flying birds,
a new note was added:

Being different does not mean being less.
It means being brave in a different way.
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Final Thought

Your worth is not measured by comparison.
Your value is not defined by ability.

You are not less.

You are becoming.

Written By Elder Keith Joel Walker
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