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Preface

This booklet is written in the manner of an 
intelligence journalist: obser vational, cautious with 
sources, and attuned to patterns more than to single 
claims. It draws two streams together—contemporar y 
threats to national stability, and the language of 
Biblical prophecy that many believers interpret as 
describing a period of intense global and domestic 
upheaval called the Great Tribulation. This is not a 
proof of prophecy; it is an analytic narrative intended 
to help readers think critically and prayer fully about 
the signs, the risks, and practical responses that do 
not trade calm for panic.

Executive Summar y

• The United States faces complex, overlapping 
risks: foreign influence and espionage, transnational 
criminal networks, ideological polarization and 
domestic radicalization, cyber and biosecurity threats, 
and an information environment that amplifies fear 
and falsehood.
• These risks increase the possibility of high‑impact 
incidents (including false‑flag claims and disruptive 
attacks) and raise the stakes of political violence or 
civic breakdown if institutions weaken or public trust 
collapses.
• Many Christians interpret a cluster of Old and New 
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Testament passages (Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, 
Matthew 24, Revelation, 2 Thessalonians, etc.) as 
describing a season of great distress and deception. 
Whether one views current events through a secular 
security lens or a prophetic lens, overlapping themes 
emerge: deception, siege, societal fracture, and 
cosmic disruption.
• Practical responses should be rooted in verification, 
community resilience, spiritual discernment, and 
non‑violent civic engagement. Panic and rumor 
amplify harm; sober preparedness and truthful 
repor ting reduce it.

Par t I — Contemporar y Threat Landscape 
(An Intelligence Journalist’s View)

Multipolar Espionage, Influence,
and Gray‑Zone Operations

•Describe the tools used by state actors: cyber 
intrusions, influence campaigns via social media, 
clandestine networks, economic leverage. Cite 
general, public sources (e.g., ODNI threat 
assessments, declassified agency repor ts) and explain 
how influence operations exploit social fissures.
• Great‑power competition brings sophisticated 
influence and espionage activity into democratic 
societies. Publicly available repor ting and declassified 
assessments document state actors using cyber 



5The Enemy Within and the Days to Come    |

operations, clandestine human intelligence, economic 
leverage, and propaganda to advance strategic aims.
• The presence of foreign intelligence ef for ts 
does not equate to widespread conspiracy; it does, 
however, require robust counterintelligence, 
transparency, and public resilience to disinformation.

Transnational Criminal Threats

• Explain car tels, smuggling networks, cybercrime 
syndicates and how they intersect with local 
corruption and violence. Emphasize the dif ference 
between criminal threat and entire demographics or 
religions.

• Drug car tels, smuggling networks, and organized 
criminal groups have operational reach and the 
capacity to inflict violence and corruption. Their 
activities intersect with governance vulnerabilities 
and can destabilize communities and institutions.

Terrorist and Extremist Threats

• Extremist organizations and homegrown violent 
extremists remain a security concern. Ideological 
polarities—religious, racial, political—compound 
recruitment and radicalization risks.

Domestic Violent Extremism and Polarization
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• Provide an over view of domestic extremist threats 
across the ideological spectrum (left‑wing, right‑wing, 
single‑issue), recruitment vectors, and how social 
fragmentation and economic stress amplify risk. 
Use FBI/DHS descriptors rather than targeted 
accusations.

WMD‑Relevant Concerns: Cyber, Biological, 
and Chemical Vulnerabilities

• Lay out the broad landscape: ransomware and 
attacks on critical infrastructure, dual‑use biological 
research risks, chemical hazards. Explain realistic 
threat vectors and precautions for public health and 
supply resilience.
• Advances in technology lower barriers 
for disruptive attacks. Cyber intrusions, 
critical‑infrastructure targeting, and the manipulation 
of biological information pose asymmetric threats. 
Public health systems and supply chains are critical 
nodes of vulnerability.

Information War fare, False Flags 
and Rumor Cascades

• Define false flags and show how ambiguous 
events can be weaponized in a hyperpolarized media 
environment. Walk through verification steps (source 
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checks, corroboration, of ficial statements) and the 
role of open‑source intelligence (OSINT).
• A saturated information landscape is fer tile ground 
for false flags, conspiracy narratives, and the rapid 
spread of unverified claims. False‑flag events—real 
or alleged—can catalyze panic and political violence; 
responsible repor ting and verification are essential.

Institutional Erosion and Civic Risk

• Analyze how declining trust in institutions, 
economic stress, and political polarization increase 
fragility. Describe scenarios in which localized 
disorder escalates, and how community cohesion and 
lawful, transparent responses reduce risk.

Domestic Sociopolitical Fragmentation

• Political polarization, economic stress, and eroding 
trust in institutions create a combustible context in 
which crises can escalate. The risk is not inevitability 
but amplification: small shocks can cascade into 
larger breakdowns if institutions and civil society are 
weakened.

Par t II — Scenario Framing 
(Plausible Developments, Not Predictions)

Shor t‑Term Shock: 
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A Cyberattack or Violent Incident

• Scenario narrative and analysis: cascading 
ef fects, likely public responses, media dynamics, 
law‑enforcement roles, and recommended immediate 
community actions.
• Shor t term: Episodic cyberattacks, high‑profile 
criminal incidents, or targeted assassinations could 
trigger intense media cycles and politicization.
• Medium term: Sustained disinformation campaigns 
combined with economic shock or localized violence 
could produce regional destabilization and increased 
militarization of civic space.
• Long term: If institutional trust is eroded and social 
capital declines, the prospect of significant civic 
unrest rises. That does not equal inevitable civil war, 
but it elevates the probability of chronic instability in 
cer tain locales.

Medium Term: 
Disinformation Plus Economic Shock

• How sustained disinformation combined with 
economic disruption can create pockets of unrest, 
migration stress, and oppor tunistic criminal 
exploitation. Mitigation focus: economic assistance, 
local governance, and fact‑checking networks.

Long Term: 
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Institutional Weakening and Chronic Instability

• Examination of drivers, early warning indicators, 
and non‑militar y measures to shore up resilience 
(voter par ticipation, local journalism, public health 
infrastructure, community policing reforms).

Par t III — Biblical Frameworks 
and Interpretive Note

Many Christians read contemporar y turmoil through 
the interpretive lenses of fered by Scripture. Below 
are the primar y Biblical passages commonly 
cited in discussions of the Great Tribulation and 
end‑time signs. Interpretation dif fers by tradition 
(pretribulation, midtribulation, posttribulation, 
amillennial, historicist, futurist), so the passages are 
presented for study rather than doctrinal conclusion.

Key New Testament Passages and How Journalists 
Read Them:

Explain Matthew 24, the Olivet Discourse, Revelation 
motif as commonly interpreted; emphasize symbolic 
language and varied theological traditions. Provide 
verbatim passages if you want (specify translation) or 
concise summaries.

• Matthew 24:3–31 (Olivet Discourse; explicit 
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mention of “great tribulation”)
• Matthew 24:21–22 (the “great tribulation” language)
• Mark 13:5–27; Luke 21:5–36 (parallel teachings)
• Revelation 6; 7:13–14; 11; 13; 16; 17–20 (seals, 
trumpets, bowls, beasts, Babylon, the return)
• 2 Thessalonians 2:1–12 (the man of lawlessness; 
deception)
• 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11 (watchfulness; Day of the 
Lord)
• John 16:1–4 (warning of persecution and deception)

Key Old Testament Passages and Historical Layers:

Present Daniel 9–12; Ezekiel 38–39; Zechariah 12–14; 
Joel and Jeremiah contexts; show how prophetic 
literature often addresses both immediate historical 
crises and broader eschatological themes.

• Daniel 9:24–27; Daniel 11–12 (the seventy weeks; 
time of distress)
• Joel 2:1–32 (Day of the LORD; cosmic signs)
• Zechariah 12–14 (siege and deliverance of 
Jerusalem)
• Ezekiel 38–39 (Gog and Magog)
• Isaiah 24–27; Habakkuk 2–3; Jeremiah 30–31 
(themes of judgment, “Jacob’s trouble,” and 
restoration)

Interpreting Prophecy with Evidentiar y Caution
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Encourage methodological humility: compare 
multiple theological approaches (pretrib, mid, post, 
amillennial), caution about specific geopolitical 
identification, and recommend sources for fur ther 
study (commentaries and academic studies).

• Prophetic passages combine symbolic imager y, 
historical layers, and theological messaging. Many 
believers see patterns in current events—deception, 
siege, global conflict—but applying specifics 
(who is the “beast,” which nation is “Gog,” or the 
geopolitical mapping of Revelation) has a long histor y 
of divergent conclusions. An intelligence mindset—
sober, evidence‑based, cautious about single‑source 
claims—ser ves well in prophetic interpretation too.

Par t IV — Practical Counsel: 
Spiritual, Civic, Personal (actionable)

Spiritual Preparedness and Pastoral Care

• Practices of prayer, communal worship, charitable 
action, and theological grounding that resist panic 
and scapegoating.

Spiritual Discernment

• For believers: ground interpretation in 
Scripture, community teaching, and prayer. Avoid 
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sensationalism and primar y reliance on single pundits 
or viral posts.
• Practice humility in prophetic application; recognize 
the histor y of misapplied dates and identities.

Civic Responsibility

• How to engage with elected of ficials constructively, 
suppor t rule of law, and counter misinformation 
without escalating conflict.
• Verify information with credible sources before 
amplifying. Suppor t institutions that uphold the rule 
of law and transparent oversight. Engage in peaceful 
civic action rather than rhetoric that normalizes 
violence.

Personal and Community Resilience

• Practical checklists: emergency planning, supply 
basics, communications plans, digital security 
hygiene, and mutual aid networks.
• Prepare practically: maintain emergency plans, 
basic supplies, trusted local networks, and digital 
security hygiene. Encourage neighborhood cohesion 
and crisis communication plans that resist panic and 
rumor.

Media Literacy and Verification for Ever y Citizen
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• Step‑by‑step verification techniques (source 
tracing, reverse image search, vetting of ficial claims), 
recommended tools, and community education 
suggestions.
• Learn basic digital verification techniques (source 
checking, corroboration, reverse image search). 
Teach these skills in your community. A literate 
public is resilient against false flags and foreign 
influence.

Appendix A — Suggested Reading/Study Plan 
(One‑week Over view)

• As before, with daily Scripture readings, study 
questions, and journaling prompts.

Day 1: Matthew 24; Mark 13 (read, note parallels; 
focus on signs and guidance to watchfulness)

Day 2: Revelation 6–7, 11 (seals, the tribulation 
language, the two witnesses)

Day 3: Revelation 13, 16–18 (beasts, horns of 
authority, bowls of wrath, fall of Babylon)

Day 4: Daniel 9:24–27; Daniel 11–12 (contextual 
study; historical applications vs. futurist readings)

Day 5: Ezekiel 38–39; Zechariah 12–14 (Gog and 
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Magog; siege and deliverance)
Day 6: 2 Thessalonians 2; 1 Thessalonians 4–5 (man 
of lawlessness; exhor tations to sobriety)

Day 7: Joel 2; Habakkuk 2–3; Jeremiah 30 (Day of 
the LORD and “Jacob’s trouble”) + reflection and 
journaling

Appendix B — Full List of Referenced 
Chapters/Verses (study index)

• List of public, reputable repor ting and assessments 
compiled: DHS and CISA advisories, FBI domestic 
threat assessments, ODNI briefs, GAO repor ts, 
Congressional hearings summaries, major 
investigative journalism pieces (NYT, WaPo, AP), and 
academic studies on prophecy and eschatology.

• Matthew 24:3–31; Matthew 24:21–22
• Mark 13:5–27; Luke 21:5–36
• Revelation 6; Revelation 7:13–14; Revelation 11; 
Revelation 13; Revelation 16; Revelation 17–20
• 2 Thessalonians 2:1–12; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–5:11; 
John 16:1–4
• Daniel 9:24–27; Daniel 11–12; Joel 2:1–32; Zechariah 
12–14; Ezekiel 38–39; Isaiah 24–27; Habakkuk 2–3; 
Jeremiah 30–31; Psalm 2; Psalm 110; Acts 2:16–21; 
Matthew 7:15; Matthew 24:4–5,11,24
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Appendix C — Verification Index 
(how to check a claim)

• Quick guide to verifying repor ts of violent 
incidents, community takeover claims, or government 
action. Includes checkboxes: cross‑check local 
law enforcement press releases; confirm multiple 
independent media accounts; locate of ficial agency 
statements; check geolocation and timestamps for 
images/videos.

Closing Reflection

Journalists in the intelligence space learn to 
distinguish between what is known, what is plausible, 
and what is speculative. Prophetic voices and security 
analysts can both warn intelligently about danger—
each with its own methods. The chief remedy to fear 
is truth held in steady hands: careful verification, 
communal solidarity, spiritual roots, and practical 
preparedness. 

A faithful, responsible response to fear is neither 
denial nor escalation. It is sober attention: to facts, 
to the vulnerable, to civic institutions, and to the 
spiritual practices that steady a people. The prophetic 
imagination has long warned of deception and trial. 
So has sober intelligence work. The remedies overlap: 
truth, community, and orderly preparedness.
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