ELDER KEITH JOEL WALKER

PROPHET



The Bread of the Prophet, with a focus on the metaphor
of the dusty road that prophets walk alone. This will delve
deeper into the themes of loneliness, rejection, and the
spiritual journey of the prophet, interweaving scriptural
references and personal reflections.



Introduction
The Bread of the Prophet
Metaphor and Insights from the Sages

Understanding the Metaphor

The phrase “the bread of the prophet” serves as
a profound metaphor that encapsulates the essence of
the prophetic journey. Just as bread is a fundamental
sustenance for physical life, the experiences and trials
faced by prophets are essential for their spiritual vitality
and growth. However, this “bread” is not the nourishing,
comforting bread that many seek; rather, it is often the
stale, hard bread left behind by those who have turned
away from the truth.

1. Bread as Sustenance: In biblical tradition, bread
symbolizes sustenance and life. In John 6:35, Jesus
identifies Himself as the “bread of life,” indicating that
true sustenance comes from a relationship with Him. For
prophets, their sustenance comes not only from God’s
word but also from the trials they endure. This bread of
experience shapes their character and equips them for
their calling.

2. Stale Bread as Rejection: The stale bread represents
the rejection and loneliness that prophets often encounter.
When prophets deliver messages that challenge the status
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quo or call for repentance, they frequently face hostility
and scorn. This rejection leaves them with the remnants
of stale bread, a reminder of their trials and the sacrifices
made for their calling.

3.The Altar and Sacrifice: The altar is a significant symbol in
the life of a prophet. It represents a place of sacrifice, where
the prophet offers their pain, loneliness, and stale bread
to God. This act of surrender signifies their willingness
to endure hardship for the sake of the Gospel. The altar
becomes a sacred space where the prophet encounters
God and finds strength to continue their journey.

Scriptural Foundations

The concept of the bread of the prophet is deeply rooted in
scripture. Several biblical figures exemplify the struggles
and sustenance of prophetic ministry:

1. Elijah: In 1 Kings 17, Elijah is fed by ravens during a time
of drought. While this miraculous provision sustains him
physically, it also highlights his isolation. Elijah’s journey
reflects the loneliness of the prophet, who often stands
alone in faithfulness to God amidst a faithless society.

2. Jeremiah: Known as the weeping prophet, Jeremiah
faced immense rejection and persecution. His lamentation
in Jeremiah 20:7-9 reveals the emotional toll of his calling.
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The bread he consumed was often stale, filled with the
bitterness of rejection, yet he persevered in delivering
God’s message.

3. Jesus: Ultimately, Jesus embodies the bread of the
prophet. He faced rejection, persecution, and loneliness,
culminating in His crucifixion. In Matthew 26:39, He prays
in the Garden of Gethsemane, expressing His anguish yet
submitting to the Father’s will. His journey illustrates the
ultimate sacrifice and the bread of suffering that prophets
must bear.

Insights from the Sages

Throughout history, sages and spiritual leaders
have reflected on the nature of prophetic ministry and the
significance of the bread that prophets consume. Their
insights offer valuable perspectives on the challenges and
rewards of the prophetic calling.

1. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel: Heschel, a prominent
Jewish theologian, emphasized the prophetic voice as a
response to the moral and spiritual crises of society. He
stated, “The prophet is a person who feels the pain of the
world.” This insight underscores the idea that the bread of
the prophet is often filled with the sorrow and struggles of
humanity, compelling them to speak out against injustice.



2. Saint Teresa of Avila: In her writings, Teresa spoke of
the importance of solitude in the spiritual journey. She
noted that the prophet must often walk a lonely path to
truly understand the depths of God’s love and the burdens
of the world. The bread of loneliness becomes a means of
drawing closer to God and gaining insight into His heart.

3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer: The German theologian and
martyr highlighted the cost of discipleship. He wrote,
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” This
statement reflects the sacrificial nature of the prophetic
calling. The stale bread of rejection and suffering is a
necessary component of true discipleship, leading to a
deeper understanding of God’s grace.

4. C.S. Lewis: Lewis, in his various writings, often
discussed the theme of suffering as a means of spiritual
growth. He argued that pain and hardship can lead to a
greater appreciation of God’s love and purpose. The bread
of the prophet, therefore, is not merely a burden but a
transformative experience that shapes their faith.

Conclusion
Embracing the Bread of the Prophet

Themetaphorofthebread ofthe prophetencapsulates
the profound challenges and spiritual sustenance that
accompany a prophetic ministry. It serves as a reminder
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that the path of the prophet is often marked by loneliness,
rejection, and trials, yet within these experiences lies the
potential for growth and deeper intimacy with God.

As we reflect on the lives of the prophets and the
insights of sages, we are encouraged to embrace the bread
of the prophet in our own lives. Whether we are called to
prophetic ministry or simply seeking to live out our faith
authentically, we can find strength in the stale bread of our
experiences, knowing that God is with us every step of the
way.

This expanded section provides a comprehensive
exploration of the metaphor of “the bread of the prophet,”
integrating scriptural foundations and insights from sages
to deepen the understanding of this theme.



Chapter 1
Understanding the Bread of the Prophet

The understanding of the Apostolic Pentecostal
prophet involves examining the role, function, and
characteristicsof prophetswithinthe contextofthe Apostolic
Pentecostal movement. This movement emphasizes the
importance of the Holy Spirit, the apostolic teachings of
the early church, and the prophetic ministry as essential
elements of the Christian faith. Below is an exploration
of the Apostolic Pentecostal prophet, including their
scriptural basis, key characteristics, and the significance
of their ministry.

Understanding the Apostolic Pentecostal Prophet
1. Scriptural Basis

The concept of the prophet in the Apostolic Pentecostal
tradition is rooted in both the Old and New Testaments.
Key scriptural references include:

e Old Testament Prophets: Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and Ezekiel played crucial roles in delivering God’s
messages to Israel. They called for repentance, foretold
future events, and provided guidance to the people. Their
ministry exemplified the need for divine revelation and the
importance of hearing God’s voice.
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e New Testament Prophets: In the New Testament, the
role of the prophet continues. Ephesians 4:11-13 mentions
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers as
gifts to the church for the equipping of the saints. Acts
2:17-18, quoting the prophet Joel, indicates that in the last
days, God will pour out His Spirit on all people, and sons
and daughters will prophesy.

e The Early Church: The book of Acts describes the early
church as being filled with the Holy Spirit, where prophets

played a vital role in guiding and edifying the community
(Acts 11:27-30; Acts 13:1-3).

2. Key Characteristics of the Apostolic Pentecostal Prophet

The role of a prophet in the Apostolic Pentecostal
tradition, particularly as understood in the context of the
New Testament, encompasses several key characteristics.
These traits help define the prophetic ministry and
distinguish it within the broader Christian context. Here
are the key characteristics of an Apostolic Pentecostal
New Testament prophet:

Key Characteristics of an Apostolic
Pentecostal New Testament Prophet

1. Spirit-Led and Spirit-Filled



e Dependence on the Holy Ghost: Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets are characterized by their reliance on the Holy
Ghost for guidance, inspiration, and empowerment. They
seek to be filled with the Spirit continually, as seen in Acts
2, where the early church was empowered by the Holy
Spirit.

e Spiritual Sensitivity: They possess a heightened
awareness of the Holy Spirit’s promptings and are sensitive
to His voice in their lives and ministries.

2. Biblical Foundation

e Alignment with Scripture: Their prophetic messages
must align with biblical teachings and the apostolic
doctrine. They uphold the importance of Scripture as the
ultimate authority for faith and practice (2 Timothy 3:16-
17).

e Understanding of the Apostolic Faith: They have a
deep understanding of the core beliefs of the Apostolic
Pentecostal doctrine, including the oneness of God,
baptism in Jesus’ name, and the essentiality of receiving
the baptism in Holy Ghost and fire with the evidence of
speaking in tongues.

3. Edification and Encouragement
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¢ Focus on Building Up the Church: The primary purpose
of their prophetic ministry is to edify, encourage, and
comfort the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 14:3). They aim
to strengthen believers in their faith and promote spiritual
growth.

e Positive and Hopeful Messages: Their messages
often emphasize hope, restoration, and the love of
God, encouraging the church to pursue holiness and
righteousness.

4. Courage and Boldness

e Fearlessness in Delivering Messages: Apostolic
Pentecostal prophets are often called to speak difficult
truths and confront sin. They demonstrate boldness
in delivering messages from God, even in the face of
opposition or rejection (Acts 4:29-31).

e Standing for Righteousness: They are willing to stand
against societal norms and injustices, advocating for God’s
truth and righteousness.

5. Discernment and Wisdom

e Ability to Discern Spirits: Prophets possess a gift of
discernment, enabling them to distinguish between the
voice of God and other influences (1 John 4:1). They are
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cautious about the messages they receive and deliver.

e Wise Counsel: They provide wise counsel based on their
understanding of God’s Word and the leading of the Holy
Spirit, helping others navigate complex situations.

6. Accountability and Humility

¢ Submission to Church Fivefold Ministers in Leadership:
Apostolic Pentecostal prophets operate within a framework
of accountability, submitting to the fivefold leadership
of their local church; the Pastor, Elders and the broader
church community (Hebrews 13:17).

e Humility in Service: They approach their ministry
with humility, recognizing that they are vessels for God’s
message rather than seeking personal recognition or glory.

7. Eschatological Awareness

e Focus on the End Times: Many Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets emphasize the imminent return of Jesus Christ
and the importance of living in readiness (Matthew 24:42-
44). Their messages often include calls to repentance and
spiritual vigilance.

e Urgency in Mission: They inspire urgency in the
church’s mission to reach the lost and fulfill the Great
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Commission, reflecting a deep concern for the spiritual
state of individuals and communities.

8. Miraculous Signs and Wonders

e Expectation of the Supernatural: Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets anticipate and often participate in miraculous
signs and wonders as a confirmation of their ministry
(Mark 16:17-18). They believe in the power of God to heal,
deliver, and transform lives.

¢ Prophetic Acts: They may engage in prophetic acts that
symbolize or demonstrate God’s message, following the
examples of Old Testament prophets.

9. Personal Holiness and Integrity

e Living a Life of Holiness: Apostolic Pentecostal prophets
are called to live lives that reflect the holiness of God.
Their personal conduct and character should align with
the teachings of Scripture (1 Peter 1:15-16).

e Integrity in Ministry: They are expected to maintain
integrity in their prophetic ministry, ensuring that their
actions and messages are consistent with their faith.

10. Relational and Community-Oriented

¢ Building Relationships: Apostolic Pentecostal prophets
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often prioritize relationships within the church community,
fostering unity and love among believers (Ephesians 4:3).

e (ollaborative Ministry: They work alongside other
ministry leaders, recognizing that the prophetic ministry
is part of the larger body of Christ and that collaboration
enhances the effectiveness of their calling.

The Apostolic Pentecostal New Testament prophet
embodies a unique blend of characteristics that reflect
their commitment to the Holy Ghost, the Word of God, and
the mission of the church. Their ministry is marked by a
focus on edification, boldness in proclaiming truth, and a
deep sense of accountability and humility. As they navigate
the complexities of their calling, they play a vital role in
guiding, encouraging, and equipping the church for the
work of the ministry and the fulfillment of God’s purposes.

A. Holy Ghost-Led Ministry: Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets are characterized by their reliance on the Holy
Ghost. They must be filled with with Holy Ghost with the
evidence of speaking tongues and are sensitive to His
leading in their lives and ministries. The essentiality of the
baptism in the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking
tongues is necessary for salvation and service. This
empowers them to deliver messages from God, perform
miracles, and bring about spiritual transformation.
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B. Prophetic Revelation: Apostolic Pentecostal prophets
are often seen as vessels of divine revelation. They
receive insights and messages from God that are meant
to encourage, warn, and guide the church. This revelation
may come through dreams, visions, or direct inspiration
from the Holy Spirit.

C. Apostolic Authority within the Apostolic Pentecostal
Framework: Prophets operate under the authority of
the apostolic teachings. They are expected to align their
messages with the foundational doctrines of the early
church, emphasizing the oneness of God, the necessity of
baptism in Jesus’ name, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit
with the evidence of speaking in tongues.

D. Edification and Encouragement: The primary purpose
of prophetic ministry in the Apostolic Pentecostal faith
is to edify the church. Prophets are called to encourage
believers, strengthen their faith, and provide direction in
challenging times. Their messages often emphasize the
love of God, the necessity of holiness, and the urgency of
the Gospel.

E. Accountability and Submission: Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets are encouraged to operate within a framework
of accountability. They are often part of a local church
or ministry and are expected to submit to the leadership
and guidance of pastors and church authorities. This
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accountability helps ensure that prophetic messages are
tested and confirmed by the broader community.

3. The Significance of the Apostolic Pentecostal Prophet in
the local Apostolic Pentecostal Church.

A. Restoration of Apostolic Ministry: The Apostolic
Pentecostal movement emphasizes the restoration of the
apostolic ministry as described in the New Testament.
Prophets play a vital role in this restoration, helping the
church return to its roots and embrace the fullness of the
Spirit’s power.

B. Empowerment for Mission: Apostolic Pentecostal
prophets are instrumental in empowering believers for
mission and outreach. Their messages often inspire
congregations to engage in evangelism, social justice, and
community service, reflecting the heart of God for the lost
and hurting.

C. Spiritual Awakening: The prophetic ministry within
the Apostolic Pentecostal Church is often associated
with spiritual awakening and revival. Prophets are seen
as catalysts for spiritual renewal, calling individuals and
churches to a deeper relationship with God and a more
profound commitment to His purposes.

D. Preparation for the Return of Christ: Many Apostolic
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Pentecostal prophets emphasize the imminent return of
Jesus Christ. They call the church to prepare spiritually,
urging believers to live in holiness and readiness for His
coming. This eschatological focus shapes the prophetic
messages and calls for urgency in the church’s mission.

4. Challenges Faced by Apostolic Pentecostal Prophets in
the Apostolic Pentecostal movement.

While the role of the prophet is significant, it is not without
challenges:

e Misunderstanding and Skepticism: Prophetic ministry
can sometimes be met with skepticism, both from within
the church and outside of it. Prophets may face criticism
or rejection if their messages are not well received.

e Emotional and Spiritual Burden: The weight of carrying
prophetic messages can be emotionally and spiritually
taxing. Prophets may experience loneliness, isolation, or
burnout as they navigate their calling.

e Need for Discernment: In a world filled with competing
voices, prophets must exercise discernment to ensure
they are accurately hearing from God. This requires
a deep commitment to prayer, scripture, and spiritual
accountability.
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Conclusion

The Apostolic Pentecostal prophet serves a vital role
in the life of the church, acting as a voice of God to guide,
encourage, and edify the body of Christ. Grounded in
scripture and empowered by the Holy Spirit, these prophets
uphold the teachings of the apostles while addressing the
contemporary challenges facing the church. Their ministry
is marked by a commitment to truth, a heart for the lost,
and a desire to see the church flourish in faith and mission.
As the church continues to seek the fullness of the Spirit,
the role of the prophet remains essential in fulfilling the
Great Commission and preparing for Christ’s return.

In the life of a prophet, “bread” carries profound
significance. Justasbread sustainsthebody,the experiences
and trials faced by a prophet serve as nourishment for
the soul. This bread, however, is not the soft, warm loaf
that brings comfort; rather, it represents the hard, stale
remnants of rejection, loneliness, and persecution.

The metaphor of bread is deeply rooted in scripture.
InJohn 6:35, Jesus declares, “I am the bread oflife. Whoever
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst.” For the prophet, the bread they consume
often reflects the weight of their calling, marked by the
sacrifices they must make. It is a bread that embodies the
trials they endure for the sake of the message they carry.
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The dual nature of the prophet’s bread becomes
evident when we consider its physical and spiritual
dimensions. While the world may offer comfort and
acceptance, the prophet often finds themselves at the
margins, facing ridicule and scorn. This stale bread—Ileft
behind by those who do not understand the prophetic
calling—becomes their daily sustenance.



Chapter 2
The Dusty Road of the Prophet

The dusty road is a powerful metaphor for the
journey of the prophet. It represents the path of faith that
is often fraught with challenges, hardships, and solitude.
As prophets walk this road, they encounter obstacles that
test their resolve and commitment to their calling.

The Journey of Loneliness

The dusty road is often lonely. Prophets, like Elijah,
find themselves isolated in their mission. After confronting
the prophets of Baal, Elijjah fled into the wilderness,
feeling utterly alone. He cried out to God, “I am no better
than my fathers” (1 Kings 19:4). This moment of despair
is a poignant reminder that even the mightiest prophets
experience profound loneliness.

This loneliness is not simply the absence of
companionship; it is the weight of carrying a message
that others may reject or misunderstand. The prophet
often walks alone, navigating a path that few are willing to
tread. The dust beneath their feet symbolizes the trials and
tribulations they encounter along the way.

The Burden of Rejection

As prophets traverse the dusty road, they often face
20



rejection from those they seek to serve. Jeremiah, known
as the weeping prophet, experienced this firsthand. His
heartfelt pleas for repentance were met with hostility
and scorn. In Jeremiah 20:7, he laments, “O Lord, you
deceived me, and I was deceived; you overpowered me
and prevailed.” This deep sense of betrayal illustrates the
emotional toll of rejection.

The dusty road is littered with the remnants of
broken relationships and unheeded warnings. The prophet
often finds themselves standing alone, urging a wayward
people to return to God. The rejection they face becomes
a part of the stale bread they consume, a reminder of the
sacrifices made for the sake of truth.

The Spiritual Journey

Yet, the dusty road is also a place of spiritual growth.
In the solitude of their journey, prophets encounter God
in profound ways. Just as Moses met God at the burning
bush while tending sheep in the wilderness, prophets are
often called to the solitary places where they can hear
God’s voice more clearly.

The dust ofthe road symbolizes the humility required
for the prophetic journey. As the prophet walks, they are
reminded of their humanity and dependence on God. The
struggles they face serve to refine their character, shaping

them into vessels for God’s message.
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Chapter 3
The Stale Bread Left Behind

The stale bread left behind for the prophet
symbolizes the neglect and rejection they often face. In 1
Kings 17, we see the prophet Elijah being fed by ravens, a
miraculous provision in a time of drought. Yet, even in this
divine provision, there is a stark reminder of his isolation.
The people of Israel had turned away from God, leaving
Elijah to stand alone in his faithfulness.

Similarly, Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet,
faced immense rejection from his own people. His message
of repentance was met with hostility, and he often lamented
the burden of his calling. “Woe is me, for I am wearied with
my groaning,” he cried (Jeremiah 45:3). The stale bread
of rejection weighed heavily on his heart, yet he remained
steadfast in delivering God’s message.

The altar, a sacred place of sacrifice, serves as a
powerful symbol in the life of a prophet. It is at the altar
that the prophet offers their life, their pain, and their stale
bread to God. This act of surrender signifies a willingness
to endure hardship for the sake of the Gospel. The stale
bread becomes a reminder of the cost of discipleship,
calling the prophet to embrace their role even amidst
loneliness and rejection.
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Chapter 4
Trials and Tribulations

The role of trials in shaping a prophet’s character
is a recurring theme in scripture. James 1:2-4 encourages
believers to “count it all joy when you meet trials of
various kinds.” This perspective is particularly relevant for
prophets, who often endure significant hardships as they
fulfill their calling.

The Path of Suffering

The dusty road is not merely a path of challenges; it
is also a journey of suffering. Prophets like Ezekiel faced
unimaginable trials, including the loss of loved ones and
the burden of a rebellious nation. In Ezekiel 24:16, God
tells him, “Son of man, with one blow I am about to take
away from you the delight of your eyes.” This command
illustrates the depth of suffering that prophets may
experience.

Yet, through these trials, the prophet is refined. Just
as gold is purified in fire, the struggles faced on the dusty
road serve to strengthen their faith. The trials become
a source of testimony, allowing the prophet to proclaim
God’s faithfulness even in the midst of adversity.

The Purpose of Suffering
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The purpose of suffering is not merely to endure pain
but to draw closer to God. In Romans 5:3-5, Paul writes,
“We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope.” For the prophet, the dusty
road becomes a place of transformation, where they learn
to rely on God’s strength.

The stale bread of trials nourishes the prophet’s
spirit, reminding them that they are not alone in their
suffering. God walks with them along the dusty road,
providing comfort and guidance in their darkest moments.
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Chapter 5
Persecution and Accusation

The reality of persecution faced by prophets is a
sobering aspect of their calling. Matthew 5:10-12 reminds
us that “blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
This beatitude encapsulates the paradox of the prophetic
life—while the path may be fraught with danger, it is also
marked by divine blessing.

Facing Hostility

Prophets often encounter hostility from those who
oppose their message. Nehemiah faced fierce opposition
as he sought to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Accusations
were leveled against him, yet he remained resolute in his
mission. In Nehemiah 6:9, he prays, “But now, O God,
strengthen my hands.” This prayer reflects the reliance on
God that is essential for the prophet facing persecution.

The dusty road of persecution may be daunting, but
it also serves as a reminder of the prophet’s commitment to
truth. The stale bread of accusations and hostility becomes
a source of strength, fueling their resolve to proclaim God’s
message.

Standing Firm
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The call to stand firm in the face of adversity is a
hallmark of prophetic ministry. In Ephesians 6:13, Paul
exhorts believers to “take up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day.” This call to
spiritual readiness is vital for prophets who navigate the
treacherous terrain of rejection and persecution.

As prophets walk the dusty road, they are called to
remain steadfast, knowing that their labor is not in vain.
The stale bread of persecution becomes a testimony of
faithfulness, demonstrating that God’s truth prevails even
in the face of opposition.
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Chapter 6
The Bread of Truth

The importance of speaking truth in a world filled
with lies cannot be overstated. Ephesians 4:15 encourages
believers to “speak the truth in love.” For the prophet, this
call is both a privilege and a burden. The bread of truth
nourishes the soul, yet it often comes at a great cost.

The Burden of Truth-Telling

The burden of truth-telling is heavy for the prophet.
They are called to deliver messages that may be unpopular
or difficult to hear. Jeremiah, for example, faced immense
pressure to conform to the expectations of his society, yet
he remained committed to proclaiming God’s word. In
Jeremiah 1:17, God instructs him, “But you, dress yourself
for work; arise, and say to them everything that I command

”»

you.

The dusty road is paved with the sacrifices required
for truth-telling. The prophet must be willing to confront
sin, challenge injustice, and call people to repentance. This
often leads to isolation and rejection, as the world resists
the light of truth.

The role of the Holy Ghost in the life of a true Apostolic
Pentecostal Prophet must have the baptism in the Holy
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Ghost and fire with the evidence of speaking in tongues and

must be water baptized in Jesus Name for the remission of
Sins (Acts 2:38).

In the midst of this burden, the Holy Ghost provides
guidance and strength. John 16:13 assures us that the Spirit
will “guide you into all the truth.” For the prophet, this
promise is a source of comfort and assurance. The bread
of truth is not consumed in isolation; it is shared with the
community, illuminating the path toward righteousness.

As prophets walk the dusty road, they are reminded
that their message is not their own. It is a divine calling to
proclaim God’s truth, and in doing so, they become vessels
of hope for a world in need.
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Chapter 7
The Prophetic Call and Response

Understanding the call of the prophet is essential
for grasping the significance of the dusty road they walk.
Isaiah’s response to God’s call in Isaiah 6:8—“Here I am!
Send me”—illustrates the willingness to embrace the
challenges of prophetic ministry.

The Nature of the Call

The prophetic call is often accompanied by a deep
sense of urgency. Prophets are chosen by God to deliver
messages that bring hope, warning, and guidance. The
dusty road becomes a canvas for their obedience, as they
respond to God’s prompting despite the challenges they
face.

The Relationship with the Community

The relationship between the prophet and the
community is complex. While prophets are called to speak
truth to power, they are also part of the community they
serve. This dual role can lead to tension, as the prophet
navigates the delicate balance between confrontation and
compassion.

As they walk the dusty road, prophets are reminded that
29



their ministry is not solely about delivering messages but
also about building relationships. The stale bread of their
experiences becomes a bridge to connect with others,
fostering understanding and empathy.
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Chapter 8
Nourishment for the Journey

Finding sustenance for the journey is vital for
the prophet. The dusty road can be exhausting, and the
challenges faced can leave them weary. However, God
provides nourishment through His Word, prayer, and
fellowship.

The Importance of Scripture

Psalm 119:105 declares, “Your word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to my path.” The scriptures serve as a
source of guidance and encouragement for the prophet. In
moments of doubt, the promises of God provide comfort
and strength, reminding the prophet of their purpose.

The Power of Prayer

Prayer is a lifeline for the prophet walking the dusty
road. In prayer, they find solace, guidance, and strength.
Jesus modeled this for us in the Garden of Gethsemane,
where He sought the Father in prayer before facing the
crucifixion. The prophet must cultivate a vibrant prayer
life, drawing near to God in times of trial.

Fellowship and Support
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The importance of fellowship cannot be overlooked.
While the dusty road may feel lonely, the prophet is not
called to walk it alone. Building a community of support—
whether through mentors, peers, or spiritual leaders—
provides encouragement and accountability.

Embracing the Bread of the Prophet

In many spiritual traditions, bread serves as a
profound symbol, representing both physical nourishment
and the deeper sustenance of the soul. When we speak of
“embracing the bread of the prophet,” we delve into the rich
layers of meaning that this phrase invokes—an invitation
to not only accept the teachings of prophetic figures but
to internalize them, allowing their wisdom to nourish our
lives.

The Symbolism of Bread

Bread has been a staple in human diets for millennia,
often referred to as the “staff of life.” In various cultures
and religions, it carries significant symbolic weight. For
instance, in Christianity, the Eucharist is seen as the body
of Christ, a sacred act of communion that emphasizes unity
and spiritual nourishment. Similarly, in Islamic tradition,
bread is often shared in communal meals, reflecting
generosity and the importance of community.
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Prophetic Teachings as Nourishment

Prophets, whether from religious texts or historical
figures, convey messages that challenge us to reflect on
our values, ethics, and connections with others. Embracing
their “bread” means engaging with their teachings, allowing
them to shape our understanding of justice, compassion,
and humility. These teachings can act as a guide through
life’s complexities, offering clarity and purpose.

Internalizing Wisdom

To truly embrace the bread of the prophet is
to internalize their wisdom. This process involves
contemplation, meditation, and practical application of
their teachings. It encourages us to ask ourselves how we
can embody the values espoused by these figures in our
daily actions. Are we living with integrity? Are we serving
our communities? Are we practicing compassion in our
interactions?

Just as bread is often broken and shared among
people, the teachings of prophets are most powerful when
shared within a community. Engaging in discussions, group
reflections, and communal acts of service can amplify the
impact of these teachings. It fosters a sense of belonging
and collective growth, reminding us that we are not alone
on our spiritual journeys.
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Personal Growth and Transformation

Embracing the bread of the prophet can lead to
profound personal transformation. It challenges us to
confront our biases, reassess our priorities, and strive for
a more meaningful existence. This journey may not always
be easy; it often requires us to step out of our comfort zones
and engage with difficult truths. However, the rewards
of such a journey—greater empathy, understanding, and
connection—are invaluable.

In a world often marked by division and strife,
embracing the bread of the prophet serves as a call to unity,
compassion, and self-reflection. It invites us to nourish not
only ourselves but also those around us, creating a ripple
effect of positive change. By embracing these teachings
and sharing their wisdom, we can cultivate a more just
and loving world, honoring the legacies of those who have
come before us.

The bread that the prophet must eat is a complex
and multifaceted metaphor. It encompasses the loneliness,
rejection, persecution, trials, and difficulties that
accompany prophetic ministry. Yet, within this bread lies
the promise of sustenance, growth, and intimacy with God.

As we reflect on the lives of the prophets, we are
reminded of the cost of discipleship and the call to embrace
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the challenges that come with it. For those in prophetic
roles, may you find strength in the stale bread left behind,
knowing that God is with you every step of the way.

In a world that often dismisses the prophetic voice,
let us support and uplift those who bear the burdens of
their calling. Together, may we embrace the bread of the
prophet and carry forth the message of hope and truth in
a world that desperately needs it.

The expanded content in my Book provides a
deeper exploration of the themes of loneliness, rejection,
and the spiritual journey of the prophet, emphasizing the
metaphor of the dusty road they walk alone. Feel free to
further personalize and expand upon these sections with
your own insights, experiences, and reflections. If you
need additional content or specific sections developed
further, just let me know!

Read and Obey Acts 2:38
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